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Frustration, 
Turmoil 
Plague  AIDS 
Campers 

by  Dennis  Conkin 

As  the  AIDS/ ARC  vigil  enters 
its  fifth  month  of  peaceful  pro- 
test in  front  of  the  old  Federal 
Building  at  United  Nations  Plaza, 
participants  are  reeling  from  the 
devastating  loss  of  an  integral  vigil 
member  and  coping  with  the  des- 
truction caused  by  the  severe 
February  storms. 

On  February  5,  37-year-old  Jay 
Young,  one  of  the  original  members 
of  the  vigil,  died  in  his  sleep  of 
complications  caused  by  pneumonia. 
Young's  condition  had  deteriorated 
rapidly  in  recent  weeks  and  his 
AIDS-rava^ed  body  had  been  racked 
by  »nlpns'>,  npileplir-fike  <;f'i»ur"«  in 
addition  to  the  severe  breathing 
difficulties  caused  by  his  illness. 

"He  was  a  wonderful  guy.  a  real 
fighter."  said  fellow  vigil  member 
Wes  North,  himself  an  AIDS  suffer- 
er. "We  were  reeilly  close.  We  knew 
that  one  of  us  was  going  to  die  first, ' " 
he  says.  "We  agreed  that  the  other 
was  going  to  stay  and  fight  for 
everybody  for  as  long  as  possible," 
he  said. 

"Jay  was  a  quiet  and  caring  man. 
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Though  his  health  is  deteriorating,  Wes  North  continued  his  struggle  as  the 
AIDS  vigil  entered  its  fifth  month. 


He  was  very  gentle.  He  worried 
about  the  people  here  until  the  very 
end,"  said  Esther  Oppenheimer,  a 
vigil  supporter  who  rushed  back 
from  a  lobbying  trip  to  Washington. 
D.C  on  hearing  of  Young's  death. 
Shr  nrd  othp^r  -gil  members  hau 
gone  to  the  capitol  to  gather  support 
for  expanded  funding  for  research 
and  services  for  people  with  AIDS 
and  AlDS-related  condition  (ARC) 
from  congressional  representatives 
and  government  leaders. 

Oppenheimer  and  fellow  vigil 
member  Evan  Durant  were  less  than 
pleased  with  the  results  of  their  brief 
trip.  "Washington  is  cold.  The  only 
time  they'll  hear  you  is  when  they 
want  your  vote.   They   pass  the 


buck,"  Oppenheimer  says. 

Vigil  members  had  attempted  to 
meet  personally  with  Barbara  Boxer, 
San  Francisco's  6th  District  con- 
gressional representative  but  found 
that  she  was  "too  busy"  to  meet 
with  them. 

"It  was  all  pretty  much  the  same 
response.  It  was  really  a  shame. 
They  were  more  interested  in  Star 
Wars  and  the  budget,  "  Durant  says. 

According  to  Oppenheimer,  a  22- 
year-oid  vigil  member  with  Kaposi's 
Sarcoma  attempted  to  arrange  a 
meeting  with  Nancy  Reagan.  "He 
was  told  that  it  was  an  inopportune 
time  as  President  Reagan  was 
having  a  birthday  party,"  she  said. 

Immediately  after  the  Washington 
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The  Working  Homeless:  Wages 
Too  Low  To  Beat  The  Streets 


by  Michael  Wood 

Fog  rolls  across  the  lamplight, 
billowing  as  the  wind  gusts 
along  the  darkened ,  empty 
street.  Rough-hewn  men,  shadowed 
in  doorways  shift  their  weight  from 
leg  to  leg  as  they  stand  silently, 
backs  to  the  chilled  wind.  It  is  3  a.m. 
They  wait  for  the  trucks. 

"If  I  can  make  $30  a  day,  and  work 


six  days  a  week,  I  can  make  enough 
in  a  week  to  get  a  hotel  and  save 
enough  in  6  weeks  to  buy  a  cheap 
car.  Then  I  can  commute  to  South 
San  Francisco,  where  I  might  be  able 
to  find  warehouse  work.  That's  what 
I  did  before  my  divorce,"  George 
Naillon  tells  his  friend. 

At  3:30,  a  white,  lettered  step  van 
approaches.  From  the  dark  alley  run 
45  tattered  men.  Even  before  the  van 
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3:30  a^m  at  Seventh  and  Market.  Homeless  men  head  for  the  van  that  will 
take  them  to  work  handing  out  circulars. 


stops,  they  jostle  and  crowd  for 
position.  They  raise  hands  and  call 
as  the  man  from  the  truck  chooses 
the  six  who  will  hand  out  flyers  for 
him  today. 

He  does  not  consider  irew  faces. 
George  Naillon  was  not  chosen 
yesterday  and  is  not  chosen  today. 

There  will  be  more  trucks  within 
the  next  hour.  He  may  still  be 
picked,  maybe  by  one  of  the  good 
drivers  who  pay  as  agreed.  Maybe 
by  one  of  those  who  pay  20  percent 
today  and  the  rest  in  two  weeks,  if 
they  can  be  found. 

Naillon  is  part  of  the  growing  pop- 
ulation of  what  might  be  called  the 
"working  homeless,"  people  who 
work  when  they  can  but  don't  make 
enough  to  pay  rent. 

Naillon  has  been  through  a  rough 
divorce;  he  lost  his  job  and  almost 
his  hope  but  now  he's  struggling  to 
get  back  on  his  feet.  The  problems 
he  faces  are  staggering. 

He  has  no  recent  verifiable  work 
record.  The  last  steady  job  he  held 
was  two  years  ago.  He  has  spent 
time  in  a  mental  hospital,  after 
having  a  nervous  breakdown.  He  is 
40  years  old  and  many  employers  are 

continued  on  page  13 


Tenderloin 
Merchants 
Face 

Rising  Rents 

by  Jeannie  Look 


Commercial  rents  in  the  Ten- 
derloin have  slowly  been 
creeping  upward  over  the  last 
several  years.  While  rents  may  not 
be  the  top  priority  for  Tenderloin 
merchants  today,  two  to  five  years 
from  now  they  may  mean  life  or 
death  for  small  businesses. 

Le  Van  Tao,  owner  of  Thanh  Thuy. 
a  Vietnamese  department  store  on 
Eddy  Street,  says  that  his  rent  is 
reasonable  right  now  but  he  has  seen 
other  commercial  rents  in  the  vicinity 
shoot  up.  Previously  a  business 
development  officer  for  the  Center 
for  Southeast  Asian  Refugee  Reset- 
tlement. Le  has  helped  many  people 
set  up  businesses  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. 

"Since  the  refugees  began  to  do 
business  in  the  Tenderloin  five  years 
ago,  rents  have  increased  signifi- 
cemtly,"  he  says. 

Rick  Wilkinson,  manager  of  the 
Albatross  Book  Store  on  Eddy  Street 
says  "Our  rent  is  something  1  can 
live  with  now.  But  I  can  see  in  four  or 
five  years  having  to  move  because 
we  can't  afford  it  anymore." 

One  example  of  skjrocketing  rents 
was  given  by  Don  Stewart,  manager 
of  Newman's  Gymnasium,  a  Leaven- 
worth Street  fixture  for  62  years. 
They  recently  moved  to  a  new 
location  one  block  away  and  found 
their  rent  jumping  from  $325  to 
$2,000  a  month. 

"We  are  a  neighborhood  place," 
said  Stewart.  "We  have  kids  under 
14  in  for  lessons  on  Saturday  and 
some  of  the  old  folks  come  in  to 
exercise.  We  only  charge  $30  a  month 
dues  (for  the  regular  boxers)." 

"How  can  we  afford  that  much 
rent?  People  can't  afford  (rent) 
here."  said  Stewart. 

Agha  Khan  of  the  Ellis  Market 
currently  pays  $1,350  a  month,  but 
his  five  year  lease  calls  for  a  $150-a- 
month  increase  the  first  two  years 
and  $200  more  for  the  last  two  years. 
At  that  rate,  he  will  be  paying  $1 .900 
a  month  at  the  end  of  the  lease, 
almost  twice  his  starting  rent.  "And 
then  we  have  to  renegotiate  a  new 
lease,"  Khan  added.  "If  there  is 
(commercial)  rent  control,  I  will  be 
protected." 

Just  last  month,  several  San  Fran- 
cisco supervisors  proposed  placing 
limits  on  the  rising  commercial  rents 
in  North  Beach.  Included  in  their 
plans  were  a  temporary  ceiling  of  35 
percent  on  rent  increases  and  a  rent 
mediation  board  for  small  businesses 
to  work  out  disputes. 

"There  isn't  anything  proposed 
for  the  Tenderloin  yet."  said  Erik 
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ask  the  people  I  letters 


The  Best  Bargain 
in  the  TL? 


by' Andy  Andrews 

Brad  Cam 

It's  the  second 
hand  bookstore  on 
Eddy,  the  Albatross. 
It's  been  around  for 
years  and  it"s  an 
asset  to  the  com- 
munity. 

Willis  Couey 

Housing.  They  do.:^' 
have  enough  build- 
ings and  they  have 
too  many  people  to 
satisfy.  Which  is  why 
they  have  G.A.  and 
Hotline. 

Carol  Rivera 

I  like  the  greasy 
spoon  up  on  Leaven- 
worth and  Ellis.  I  like 
the  atmosphere 
there.  I  used  to  work 
there  ten  years  ago 
when  coffee  was  a 
dime. 


Jean  Epps 

It  is  the  baby- 
sitting service  pro- 
vided by  the  Father 
Alfred  Boeddeker 
Park.  It's  free!  Keith 
Grier  is  a  gem. 


Robert  ChernteB 

Th  e  missions. 
They're  free.  They 
give  you  free  clothes 
and  let  you  get 
cleaned  up  for  free. 
They  try  to  help  you 
get  a  job. 


Tenants  can  help,  too 

Editors. 

Your  article  about  the  recent  $40  rem 
increase  at  485  Eddy  was  very  interest- 
ing. The  story  quite  fairly  pointed  out  the 
financial  difficulties  that  non-profit 
building  owners  sometimes  face.  It 
might  be  helpful  to  many  of  your  readers 
to  e.\pand  on  this  story.  Many  residents 
of  non-proht  buildings  do  not  realize  how 
much  control  they  have  over  their  own 
rent.  Non-profit  owners  usually  raise 
rent  only  to  pay  for  higher  costs.  So  if 
residents  conserve  water,  turn  their 
heaters  off  when  they  leave  their  apart- 
ments, and  help  keep  their  building 
clean,  the  building  costs  will  go  up  less 
and  their  rent  will  go  up  less.  This  is 
especially  important  to  point  out  to 
Southeast  Asian  tenants  who  often 
aren't  aware  of  how  expensive  water  and 
gas  are  in  the  U.S. 

An  article  or  two  explaining  the 
tenant's  role  in  non-profit  buildings 
could  similarly  help  keep  their  rents 
affordable. 

Sincerely . 
Giam  Nguyen 
Admin.  Asst. 
Indochinese  Housing 

Kudos  from  film  producer 

Editors, 

As  an  independent  film  producer  I  am 
constantly  searching  for  new  stories  to 
enlighten  and  inform  me  about  issues 
that  I  beUeve  should  be  filmed.  These 
issues  are  the  changing  times  in  the 
Tenderloin,  the  Asian  Americans,  the 
homeless  and  children  and  prostitution, 
also  city  government. 

I  spent  months  working  on  ' '  Both 
Sides  of  the  Street."  and  the  Tenderloin 
Times  was  very  helpful  to  me.  Although 
I  worked  for  16  years  in  the  Tenderloin 
not  only  as  a  "Tenderloin  dancer,"  as 
quoted  recently  in  the  Times,  but  mostly 
as  a  waitress  and  bartender,  1  continue 
to  learn  more  about  the  people  each  day. 

"Both  Sides  of  the  Street"  is  doing 
exceptionally  well,  and  I  would  like  to 
thank  The  Tenderloin  Times  for  some  of 
its  success.  By  reading  the  Times  1 
gained  insight  for  "Both  Sides  of  the 
Stree',"  I  will  begin  shooting  my  film 
about  the  homeless  shortly  and  so  not  to 
miss  another  issue  of  the  Times,  which 
again  will  be  helpful  on  my  next  film,  1 
would  like  to  subscribe  for  two  years. 

Barbara  Neal 


house  log 


by  Robert  V.  Tobin 

Hospitality  House  Executive  Director 

Set  up  the  Tenderloin  Self-Help 
Center;  open  an  arts  workshop 
for  Southeast  Asian  refugees; 
create  transitional  housing  arrange- 
ments of  homeless  youth;  plan  the 
first  Tenderloin  Arts  Festival;  imple- 
ment an  AIDS  risk-reduction  pro- 
gram; these  are  the  activities  next 
month  which  will  mark  the  nine- 
teenth (count  'em!)  anniversary  of 
Hospitality  House. 

These  efforts  seek  to  create  posi- 
tive opportimities  by  applying  past 
experience  to  present  needs.  For 
example,  the  Arts  Festival  will 
provide  the  neighborhood  with  a 
simimer  celebration  that  brings 
focus  to  its  cultural  diversity  as  well 
as  rich  creative  talents.  In  addition  to 
visual  and  dramatic  arts,  the  event 
will  display  the  contributions  of 
community  service  organizations  to 
nearby  residents.  Food  booths  repre- 
senting the  diversity  of  local  ethnic 
fare  will  make  the  event  appealing  to 
every  sense. 

The  Self-Help  Center  allows  us  for 
the  first  time  to  directly  address 
mental  health  problems  that  for 
many  is  either  a  cause  or  conse- 
quence of  homelessness.  After  years 
of  concerted  effort,  this  project  is 
now  in  the  delicate  transition  from 
community  to  agency  responsibility. 
We  could  hardly  ask  for  a  more 
exciting  beginning  of  our  next 
twenty  years  than  the  realization  of 
this  long-standing  dream. 

However,  past  accomplishments 


and  future  possibilities  don't  hide 
present  circumstances.  Unemploy- 
ment remains  high,  particularly  for 
inner-city  dwellers  and  minorities. 
Three-quarters  of  the  jobless  are  not 
covered  by  unemployment  insu- 
rance. When  programs  aimed  at 
helping  the  poor,  which  comprise 
only  about  10  percent  of  the  federal 
budget,  have  borne  nearly  one-third 
of  the  funding  cuts  since  1981,  it  is 
hard  to  demonstrate  '  'economic 
recovery ' '  to  the  more  than  two 
million  newly  poor  persons  created 
by  these  cuts. 

Locally,  the  number  of  homeless 
people  remains  intolerably  high, 
overflowing  the  city's  emergency 
shelters  each  night.  At  the  same 
time,  the  number  of  persons  recei- 
ving General  Assistance  has  actually 
fallen  over  the  last  two  years.  It's 
small  wonder  that  members  of  the 
Mayor  s  staff  find  that  "there  are 
just  as  many  people  on  the  streets  as 
when  we  started." 

Clearly,  much  remains  to  be  done. 


Sex  not  gratuitous 

Editors. 

In  your  review  of  the  movie  "Clan  of 
the  Cave  Bear."  I  took  exception  to  your 
description  of  the  movie  "Emerald 
Forest"  as  a  "slick  exploitation"  film.  I 
saw  the  movie  "Emerald  Forest"  and 
found  it  one  of  the  most  uplifting  stories 
of  last  year.  Sure  it  had  its  share  of  sex 
and  violence,  but  it  didn ' t  have  to 
resort"  to  these  to  hold  my  interest. 
The  sex  and  violence  were  part  of  the 
larger  plot:  the  sex  and  violence  were 
not  gratuitous  elements  as  part  of  the 
producer's  plot  to  profit  from  the  movie, 
as  in  so  many  movies  these  days. 

I  also  enjoyed  "Emerald  Forest"  for 
that  other  quality  that  seems  to  be 
lacking  m  films  these  days:  that  sense  of 
immediacy.  It  is  ironic  that  you  should 
term  "Emerald  Forest"  an  "exploi- 
tation" film  since  a  major  theme  (if  not 
the  theme)  running  through  the  film  is 
one  meant  to  expose  man  s  exploitative 
nature:  if  nothing  else,  the  movve  serves 
to  raise  viewers'  consciousness  about  the 
plight  of  the  environment  (i.e. ,  the 
destruction  of  the  Amazon  jungle  by  man 
at  an  appalling  rate  — we  certainly  don't 
need  nuclear  bombs;  man  is  doing  a 
quite  thorough  job  himself,  thank  youl 

Anyway.  I  think  you  are  doing  both  the 
film  '  Emerald  Forest"  and  your  readers 
a  disservice  when  you  label  a  serious 
film  like  EF  a  "slick  exploitation"  film. 
The  words  you  use  to  describe  "Clan" 
could  also  be  used  to  describe  EF,  i.e., 
"a  uniquely  profound  study  of  a  pre- 
historic culture,  with  a  deeply  human, 
emotional  drama." 

Don  i  mind  me.  I  just  enjoy  making 
mountains  out  of  mole  hills. 

Peace. 
Lorenzo  Marrujo 
P  S  Enjoyed  your  piece  on  "Wall 

Greetings  from  Minnesota 
Editors, 

Please  enter  my  subscription  to  the 
Times  for  one  year.  My  mother  and  I 
(both  Senior  Citizens)  have  traveled  to 
San  Francisco  for  several  years  until  age 
has  prevented  us  from  traveling  great 
distances. 

Our  trips  always  found  us  staying  in 
the  Tenderloin  area  and  we  have  made 
many  friends  with  the  street  people,  and 
found  them  very  interesting.  We  also 
give  money  to  the  St.  Anthony  Dining 
Room  at  Christmas  time.  We  feel  Father 
Lotito  is  doing  a  wonderful  service  to  the 
homeless. 

A  friend  sent  us  a  copy  of  the  Times 
and  we  just  have  to  get  every  issue  about 
the  Historic  Tenderloin. 

Charles  &  Leona  Ingersoll 
Minnesota 

A. A.  is  free 

Kditors, 

There  are  no  dues  or  fees  for  member- 
ship m  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  By 
phoning  626-5633.  men  and  women  can 
iibiam  information  about  San  Francisco 
meetings. 

John  T.  (recovering  alcohlic) 
Teach  a  man  to  flsh 

Editors, 

We  might  consider  and  organize  anew 
iin  old  concept  stated  very  well  by  land 
liere  I'll  break  a  rule  of  mine)  the 
honorable  Abraham  Lincoln.  "Give  a 
man  a  fish  and  you  feed  him.  Teach  a 
man  to  fish  and  you  feed  him  for  a  life- 
iime." 

\  starting  point,  if  I  may  suggest, 
would  be  to  give  these  faceless  entitites 
a  sense  of  dignity,  an  ability  to  regain 
the  tacility  to  think.  A  postgraduate 
course  in  reasons  to  live,  to  succeed. 
Most  of  whom  we  speak  don't  have  any 
next;  they  live  from  hand  to  mouth, 
without  pain,  and  are  ever  at  the  end  of 
their  Ime.  Patrick  J  McAvoy 


SUBSCRIBE  TODAY! 

Be  certain  tc)  get  every  issue  of  The  Tenderloin  Times.  Never  again  miss 
one  because  your  neighbors  got  there  first.  To  subscribe  to  The  Times  fill 
out  the  form  below  and  return  it  with  a  check  or  money  order  to:  The 
Tenderloin  Times,  25  Taylor,  San  Francisco,  CA  94102. 

YES!  I  want  a  one-year  subscription  to  The  Tenderloin  Times.  Enclosed  is 
my  check  or  money  order  for  (       )  $10  regular  or  (        )  $4  senior  or  low 
income.  Send  to: 
Name: 


Address: 

C.tv; 


State. 


Zip: 


Viacom:  Wire  the  T.L. 

Editors, 

I  am  the  manager  of  a  Senior  Housing 

Project  in  the  Tenderloin  area  of  San 
Francisco,  in  the  '200  block  of  Jones 
Street  I  have  a  problem,  and  1  would  like 
to  ask  you  for  help. 

That  problem  is  the  absence  of  cable 
television  service  throughout  most  of  the 
Tenderloin.  Viacom  Cablevision  pro- 
vides cable  TV  service  In  San  Franci.sco. 
It  hold-s  an  exclusive  franchise  —  a 
monopoly  — on  that  service  We  cannot 
turn  to  a  competitor;  competition  is  not 
allowed  Yet  Viacom  Cablevision  has 
dragged  its  feet  for  years  in  providmg 
service  to  the  Tenderloin,  and  it  has  no 
definite  plans  to  extend  that  service  to  us 
any  lime  soon. 

This  is  grossly  unfair.  Many  of  my 
senior  residents  cannot  go  out  to  the 
movies  They  cannot  go  to  Candlestick 
Park,  They  watch  a  lot  of  TV.  But  there 
are  many  channels  to  which  they  have  no 
access  because  of  Viacom's  failure  to 
provide  cable  TV  service  in  the  Tender- 
loin. They  cannot  receive  the  news 
channel  or  the  weather  channel  or  the 
arts  channel  or  the  foreign  language 
channels— all  of  which  would  be  of  great 
lienefit  and  pleasure  to  them.  To  make 
liad  matters  worse,  they  cannot  get 
many  sports  events  which  are  being 
shown  exclusively  on  cable  TV.  The 
Warriors,  the  Giants  — who  knows  what 
next  — an  increasing  number  of  their 
games  will  be  on  cable  TV  only,  and  the 
people  who  live  in  the  Tenderloin  will  be 
completely  cut  off  from  them, 

We  have  waited  long  enough  for  cable 
TV  service.  Much  of  the  City  has  had 
cable  TV  for  years,  we  are  still  put  off 
with  feeble,  irrelevant  excuses.  The  City 
awarded  Viacom  its  exclusive  franchise; 
the  City,  then,  has  an  obligation  to  insist 
that  the  company  provide  service  equally 
to  all  it.s  residents,  whether  they  live  in 
Pacific  Heights.  Presidio  Terrace,  or  on 
Turk  Street. 

All  we  want  is  fair  play.  We  are  not 
getting  it  now. 

Respectfully, 
Charles  Gordon 

Last  month's  Ask  the  People  in- 
correctly identified  a  photo  of  Chea 
Kok  Hao  as  Tao  Juan  Ming.  The 
Times  regrets  the  error. 
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Landlord-Tenant  Dispute 
Disrupts  Model  'Sober'  Hotel 


by  Pete  Childress  and  Rob  Waters 

A heated  controversy  is  growing 
around  the  operation  of  two 
Tenderloin  hotels  run  as 
homes  for  recovering  alcoholics  by 
the  St.  Vincent  de  Paul  Society,  a 
charitable  agency  long  active  in  San 
Francisco. 

Tenants  of  the  two  buildings  have 
charged  the  Society  with  misman- 
agement, harassment  and  insensiti- 
vity  to  tenants'  needs  and  rights. 
Agency  representatives  say  the 
claims  are  exaggerated  or  untrue 
and  blame  a  small  group  of  "mal- 
contents" with  blowing  some  real 
problems  way  out  of  proportion. 

The  uproar  centers  around  the 
Arlington  and  the  Lyric,  two  Ten- 
derloin residential  hotels  taken  over 
by  St .  Vincent  over  the  last  1 8 
months  and  converted  from  low-cost 
residential  hotels  into  "Islands  of 
Sobriety ' '  for  graduates  of  the 
agency's  substance  abuse  programs. 

Tenants  of  the  two  hotels  charge 
that: 

•  Management  sprang  a  22  percent 
rent  increase  on  Arlington  tenants, 
providing  them  with  the  bare  mini- 
mum of  notice  and,  in  some  cases, 
waiting  until  after  tenants  had 
moved  in  to  inform  them  of  the 
increase. 

•  Services  provided  to  residents  in 
the  past,  including  maid  service  and 
telephones,  in  rooms,  have  been  cut 
back. 


•  Management  operates  with  a 
"hardball"  attitude,  running  the 
hotels  more  like  treatment  programs 
than  homes.  In  particular,  tenants 
say  that  hotel  managers  move 
quickly  to  evict  "problem"  tenants 
but  don't  use  the  legal  process  to  do 
so. 

•  St.  Vincent  solicited  its  own 
employees  to  move  into  the  hotels 
with  the  promise  of  low  rents  but 
then   proposed   large   rent   hikes . 

St.  Vincent  de  Paul  Society  Exe- 
cutive Director  Ken  Reggio  told  the 
Times  that  tenant  complaints  "have 
some  elements  of  truth  to  them"  but 
mostly  come  "from  people  who  are 
malcontents."  He  contends  that  the 
rent  hike,  while  unfortunate,  is 
unavoidable  and  that  the  project  is 
exempt  from  local  rent  control 
because  it  is  funded  by  the  state. 

Reggio  acknowledged  that  some 
mistakes  had  been  made  but  said 
there  was  now  underway  "an  effort 
between  management  and  tenants  to 
correct  whatever  difficulties  exist 
there,  and  I'm  hopeful  that  things 
are  going  to  get  better." 

'An  Oasis  of  Sanity' 

For  more  than  50  years,  the 
190-room  Arlington  Hotel,  located  at 
the  comer  of  Ellis  and  Leavenworth 
streets,  was  a  family-owned  and 
-operated  low-rent  residential  hotel, 
described  by  one  tenant  of  23  years 
continued  on  page  n 


photo:  Greg  Gaar 

Long  term  Arlington  tenant  Henri  Bohle  has  some  criticisms  but  can  see  both 
sides  of  the  conflict.  "■Some  progress  is  being  made,  but  we've  got  a  long  way 
to  go,"  he  says. 


Housing  Clinic  Files  Lawsuit 


Homeless  Program  Violates  Rights,  Gobbles  Up 
Permanent  Housing,  Critics  Say 


by  Sam  Quinones  with  Sara  Colm 

The  city  of  San  Francisco  is 
taking  over  so  many  residen- 
tial hotels  to  provide  tempo- 
rary housing  for  San  Francisco's 
homeless  that  mamy  low-income 
residents  and  people  on  General 
Assistance  are  having  difficulty 
finding  a  place  to  live,  according  to 
some  critics  of  the  homeless  pro- 
gram. In  effect,  they  say,  the  pro- 
gram is  creating  homelessness. 

Serious  criticisms  have  also  been 
levelled  at  the  allegedly  arbitrary 
way  the  programs  are  run.  Calling 
the  program  "autocratic,"  Randy 
Shaw,  an  attorney  for  the  Tenderloin 
Housing  Clinic,  late  last  month  filed 
for  an  injunction  seeking  to  block  the 
city's  emergency  housing  program 
from  terminating  people  without  a 
hearing. 

"People  are  kicked  out  of  the 
hotels  if  the  landlord  doesn't  like 
you,"  Shaw  says.  "There's  no  fair 
hearing  process  as  there  is  with 
termination  of  other  benefit  pro- 
grams like  G.A.  or  AFDC." 

Shaw's  lawsuit  is  on  behalf  of  two 
women  who  were  cut  off  the  home- 
less program  in  late  January.  Tina 
Heard,  18,  and  Cheryl  Gilmer,  19, 
were  placed  in  the  Apollo  Hotel  by 
the  Department  of  Social  Services 
(DSS)  while  waiting  for  public 
housing.  They  say  they  had  been 
living  in  the  hotel  for  over  a  month 
when  they  were  kicked  out  by  the 
owner,  C.B.  "Charlie"  Patel,  one  of 
the  biggest  residential  hotel  owners 
in  San  Francisco. 

Patel  says  Heard  and  Gihner  were 
being  "hostile,  abusive  and  creating 
a  disturbance. ' '  The  woman  deny  the 
accusations,  say  they  had  very  little 
contact  with  Patel,  and  claim  they 
were  kicked  out  because  a  friend  had 


argued  with  him. 

When  the  women  decided  to  try  to 
fight  Patel's  decision  by  making  him 
evict  them,  the  mEuiager  at  the 
Apollo  told  them  they  might  be 
dropped  from  the  program.  So  the 
women  went  back  to  DSS  where  they 
eventually  were  assigned  to  the 
Minna  Lee  Hotel  on  6th  Street. 

86'ed  From  the  System 

But  Heard  and  Gilmer  found  the 
Minna  Lee  unsuitable  for  their 
children,  and  went  back  to  DSS  the 
next  day  to  find  rooms  elsewhere. 
When  they  arrived  they  were  told, 
Gilmer  said,  that  they  had  been 
"86'ed  from  the  system."  No  reason 
was  given  them,  they  say,  but  the 
women  feel  it  was  because  they 
decided  to  fight  Patel's  decision  to 
throw  them  out. 

People  can  be  thrown  out  of  the 
emergency  housing  program  if 
they're  perceived  as  troublemakers, 
according  to  Apollo  manager  Brenda 
Gardner. 

DSS  staffer  Jerry  Crossen,  who 
handled  Heard  and  Gilmer's  cases, 
says  that's  how  the  system  works— if 
a  hotel  operator  complains  about  the 
conduct  of  a  resident  on  the  home- 
less program,  he  has  full  power  to 
kick  that  person  out  of  the  hotel. 
Crossen  denied  that  either  woman 
had  lived  in  the  Apollo  more  than  30 
days. 

"If  she's  kicked  out  of  one  place 
and  she  doesn't  like  it  at  another, 
she's  out  of  the  program,"  Crossen 
said.  The  word  of  the  hotel  operator 
is  what  coimts  and  no  hearing  to 
determine  what  happened  is 
granted. 

Randy  Shaw  finds  this  an  "out- 
rageous" abuse  of  the  women's 
rights.  "Here  we  have  the  city  of  San 


Francisco  allowing  hotel  operators  to 
essentiedly  dictate  the  operation  of 
their  homeless  program,"  said 
Shaw. 

The  women  and  their  sons  are  now 
Uving  with  their  parents. 

Pushing  up  rents 

The  homeless  program's  removal 
of  1600  of  the  Tenderloin's  6000 
hotel  rooms  from  the  supply  of  per- 
manent housing  is  another  matter  of 
concern  to  Tenderloin  groups.  As 
well  as  cutting  down  on  the  existing 
housing  supply,  Brad  Paul  of  the 
North  of  Market  Planning  Coalition 
says  that  rents  in  surrounding 
buildings  are  being  driven  up 
because  the  city  pays  inflated  rents 
for  the  rooms  they  control. 

There  are  29  residential  hotels 
now  part  of  the  city's  homeless 
program.  Twenty  of  these  are  in  the 
Tenderloin  and  South  of  Market 
areas.  In  the  last  year,  nine  hotels, 
seven  of  which  are  in  the  Tenderloin, 
have  been  added  to  the  list. 

Edwin  Sarsfield.  general  man- 
ager of  DSS,  disagreed  that  the  rents 
his  department  pays  are  too  high. 
"By  guaranteeing  100%  occupancy 
and  payment  of  rents  to  the  hotel 
operators,  rents  should,  and  do,  go 
down  by  50%,"  he  said. 

But  Sarsfield  did  agree  that  the 
homeless  program  has  an  impact  on 
rents  in  surrounding  hotels.  "There 
is  a  fallout  because  rents  on  a 
smaller  market  place  are  increased," 
he  said. 

The  Planning  Coalition  has  re- 
quested that  the  city  let  them  know 
in  advance  of  any  further  takeover  of 
hotels  by  the  homeless  program  so 
that  NOMPC's  board  can  have  a 
chance  for  review  and  comment. 

"Our  intent  is  not  to  close  the 


homeless  program  dowm.  Our  con- 
cern is  that  so  many  units  have  been 
lost  for  permanent  housing  in  this 
neighborhood,"  said  Paul. 

Sarsfield  objects  to  the  idea  of  a 
review  by  the  Coalition,  saying  it 
would  make  the  process  even  more 
bureaucratic  and  cumbersome.  "I 
don '  t  see  that  we  work  under  them , ' ' 
he  said. 

No  Place  to  Live 

The  increased  demand  for  home- 
less hotel  rooms  is  partly  due, 
according  to  John  Hardesty  of  the 
Income  Rights  Project,  to  restrictive 
policies  that  result  in  people  being 
thrown  off  G.A.,  the  low  G.A.  grant 
level,  and  the  length  of  the  penalty 
period  when  people  are  disqualified. 

Last  year  over  15,000  people  were 
discontinued  from  G.A.  Most  of 
these  people,  Hardesty  says,  end  up 
on  the  street  or  in  the  shelters. 

Residential  hotel  rents  have  gone 
up  in  price  23  percent  every  year  for 
the  last  four  years,  according  to  a 
recent  Planning  Department  study. 
Currently,  average  Tenderloin  resi- 
dential hotel  rents  are  at  $227  a 
month  and  the  rents  on  vacant  units 
are  even  higher. 

"You  can't  find  a  hotel  for  under 
$60  a  week  these  days,"  says  Shaw. 
G.A.  recipients  receive  only  $288  a 
month  and  a  mother  and  child  on 
AFDC  receive  just  $474,  which 
means  they  often  can  only  afford 
three  weeks  in  a  hotel.  The  rest  of 
the  time  they  are  homeless. 

"There's  no  place  for  a  G.A. 
recipient  to  live  in  the  Tenderloin 
anymore,"  says  Shaw.  "People  say 
there's  a  real  problem  because 
people  got  terminated  from  G.A.  and 
they  can't  find  a  place  to  live.  What  I 
says  is,  they're  on  G.A.  and  they 
can't  find  a  place  to  live." 
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Tenderloin  Filipinos  React 
to  IViarcos'  Ouster 


The  dramatic  events  surrounding 
the  election  and  subsequent 
■'peaceful  revolution"  in  the  Philip- 
pines last  month  kept  public 
attention  riveted  on  the  island 
nation  and  the  Bay  Area's  large 
Filipino  population.  Little  known  to 
many  is  that  the  Tenderloin  neigh- 
borhood has  a  significant  Filipino 
population  of  its  own. 

One  member  of  the  Tenderloin's 
Filipino  community  is  Conrado 
Cachuela  (above),  a  news  vendor 
who  works  the  corner  of  Eddy  and 
Jones  Streets  in  the  heart  of  the 
Tenderloin,  Like  many  Bay  Area 
Filipinos,  Cachuela  is  a  veteran  who 
fought  with  U.S.  forces  during 
World  War  II. 

Cachuela  came  here  six  years  ago 
seeking  greater  economic  oppor- 


photo:  Greg  Gaar 


tunity  than  he  could  find  in  his 
impoverished  homeland.  He  is  now 
awaiting  approval  to  become  an 
American  citizen  and  sends  what 
money  he  can  to  his  wife  and  14 
children  who  have  remained  back 
home. 

The  recent  turmoil  has  kept  htm 
worrying  about  his  family  and  he 
hopes  that  the  violence  will  now 
end.  As  for  the  Philippines'  new 
leader.  Cachuela  says:  "I  think 
Aquino  will  make  a  good  president. 
Although  she  lacks  the  experience 
as  a  politician.  I  think  she  is 
sincere  ' 

Next  month,  The  Times  will  look 
at  the  hidden  Filipino  community  in 
the  Tenderloin  and  introduce  some 
of  the  people  who  make  up  that 
community. 


Viet  Fishermen  Open  Office 


Environmental  Disaster 
Looms  Over  Vietnam 


by  Chitra  Subramaniam 
Pacific  News  Service 

Ten  years  after  the  end  of  its 
30-year  war,  Vietnam  is  an  en- 
vironmental disaster.  Accor- 
ding to  a  new  study  by  Western  and 
Vietnamese  conservationists,  Viet- 
nam faces  an  environmental  "catas- 
trophe," the  result  of  saturation 
bombing  and  defoliation  by  U.S. 
forces,  years  of  neglect  and  a 
growing  population. 

Unless  present  trends  are 
stemmed,  the  turn  of  the  century 
would  see  Vietnam  devoid  of  forests, 
according  to  the  study  by  the  Swiss- 
based  International  Union  for  Con- 
servation of  Nature  and  Naturtd 
Resources  (lUCN)  and  the  Vietna- 
mese government. 

The  ecologists  from  lUCN  said 
most  environmental  damage  re- 
sulted from  the  conflict  that  lasted 
from  1945  to  1975. 

"To  put  Vietnam  back  in  running 
order  is  going  to  cost  billions  of 
dollars.  Fifty  billion  trees  need  to  be 
planted,  population  growth  has  to  be 
cut  to  zero  as  soon  as  possible,  land 
has  to  be  reconstructed  and  irriga- 
tion schemes  have  to  be  developed. 
The  scale  of  the  task  is  monu- 
mental," lUCN  consultant  Dr.  John 
Mackinnon  said. 

The  report  says  that  25  milUon 
tons  of  bombs  (equivalent  to  450 
times  the  power  of  the  Hiroshima 
atom  bomb)  and  the  massive  aerial 


herbicide  spraying  by  U.S.  forces 
over  much  of  South  Vietnam  have 
converted  the  once  lush  countryside 
into  a  wasteland.  Less  than  23 
percent  of  the  country  remains  forest 
comp£ued  with  44  percent  in  1943. 
and  newly  barren  land  is  encroaching 
on  green  areas. 

The  long-term  effects  are  not  yet 
known,  but  the  forests  have  never 
recovered,  fisheries  are  reduced  and 
wildlife  has  not  returned.  The  loss  of 
forests  has  increased  the  frequency 
of  floods  and  droughts  and  aggra- 
vated the  impact  of  typhoons. 

The  damage  from  25  million  bomb 
craters  has  disrupted  water  flow  and 
caused  health  hazards.  Particles  of 
shrapnel  embedded  in  living  trees 
have  rendered  wood  less  valuable. 

Because  of  the  massive  use  of 
herbicide  there  is  a  great  increase  in 
toxin-related  disease  and  cancer  and 
Vietnamese  figures  in  the  study 
estimated  that  some  4  milhon  acres 
are  affected  by  the  toxins.  Further 
damage  was  caused  to  large  tracts  of 
land,  forests,  farms  and  villages 
burned  or  bulldozed  by  U.S.  troops. 

The  report  noted  war  damage  to 
dykes  and  other  agriculturally  pro- 
ductive systems,  and  the  destruction 
of  essential  beasts  of  burden  such  as 
elephants  and  oxen. 

Over  the  last  few  years,  slash-and- 
burn  agriculture  has  cut  into  even 
more  of  Vietnamese  forest  land. 

Today  the  country's  available 
agricultural  land  is  inadequate  to 


by  Nguyen  Huu  Liem 

The  Vietnamese  Fishermen's 
Association,  formed  three 
years  ago  to  educate  and 
advocate  for  its  Bay  Area  member- 
ship, opened  an  office  in  the  YMCA 
last  month. 

The  new  office  will  complement 
the  work  of  the  Oakland  branch 
which  opened  last  year  and  serves 
approximately  100  San  Francisco 
members  or  30  boats.  The  project 
will  provide  information  on  Bay  Area 
fishing,  as  well  as  treiining  on  how  to 
survive  the  sea,  cooperate  with  the 
coast  guard,  and  understand  local 
fishing  regulations. 

"Our  fishermen  don't  know 
enough  about  safety  procedures  or 
fishing  regulations,"  says  Associa- 
tion executive  director  Chieu  Pham. 
"That's  why  many  times  they've 
gotten  into  trouble  either  risking 
their  lives  at  sea  or  receiving  fines 
for  violating  fishing  laws." 

Last  year,  Pham  says,  one  Viet- 
namese fishing  boat  disappeared 
without  a  trace  for  several  weeks 
until  the  fishermen's  bodies  were 
found  at  sea.  "They  just  went  out 
into  the  stormy  sea  without  safety 


equipment.  So  when  they  got  into 
trouble  they  couldn't  contact  the 
Coast  Guard  for  help,"  says  Pham. 

The  Association  has  also  worked  to 
resolve  tensions  between  Vietna- 
mese and  long-standing  American 
fishermen.  After  several  incidents, 
including  a  highly  publicized  shoot- 
ing at  a  Vietnamese  fishing  boat  last 
year,  the  Association  began  to  work 
actively  with  American  Fishery 
Associations,  law  enforcement  agen- 
cies, and  local  politicians  to  resolve 
some  of  the  misunderstandings 
within  the  diverse  fishing  communi- 
ty- 

"The  situation  is  getting  much 
better  these  days, ' '  says  Pham.  "We 
are  part  of  the  West  Coast  fishing 
industry  now.  The  local  fishermen, 
as  well  as  the  Coast  Guard,  are 
cooperating  with  us  in  providing 
training  to  our  fishermen." 

Working  with  Assemblyman  Art 
Agnos,  the  Association  eiiso  initiated 
legislation  that  will  give  their 
members  a  fair  chance  to  obtain 
prized  fishing  permits,  which  are 
limited  in  number.  The  San  Francis- 
co office,  located  at  room  409  of  the 
YMCA  at  220  Golden  Gate,  can  be 
reached  at  776-7640. 


Job  Training  Center 
Celebrates  New  TL  IHome 


by  Chanthanom  Ounkeo 

After  twenty  years  of  helping 
immigrants  and  refugees  be- 
come self-rehant,  the  China- 
town Resources  Development  Center 
made  a  step  last  month  towards 
self-sufficiency  itself  when  it  pur- 
chased its  own  building  in  the  "Ten- 
derloin. Having  outgrown  their  small 
Chinatown  offices  on  Grant  Avenue, 
they  moved  into  their  own  building 
at  655  Geary  Street. 

CRDC  will  continue  its  employ- 
ment programs  at  the  new  location, 
providing  job  training,  counseling, 
referral  and  placement  to  more  than 
400  people  a  year.  Starting  as  a 
Chinatown  agency  focusing  on  the 
Chinese  community  the  Center  now 
assists  memy  different  groups— im- 
migrants, refugees  and  native-bom 
Americans.  It  offers  a  unique  oppor- 
tunity to  get  some  office,  computer, 
janitorial,  bank  or  other  kinds  of 
training  and  then  obtain  a  job. 

Last  year  the  Center  found  jobs  for 
95%  of  its  graduates,  according  to 
director  Chui  Tsang.  This  year, 
according  to  employment  specialist 
Stanton  Wong,  they  hope  to  be  able 
to  assist  more  refugees  to  get  into 


location  would  enable  them  to 
"reach  out  to  the  Tenderloin"  and 
serve  the  refugee  population  better. 

The  Center  is  considering  setting 
up  more  profit-making  services  to 
support  the  agency,  according  to 
Mao,  now  that  government  funds  are 
getting  cut.  They've  already  set  up 
the  job  program  by  providing  badly 
needed  EngUsh  language  training. 

Employment  Director  Steven  Mao 
took  the  Times  on  a  tour  of  the  space 
with  a  big  grin  on  his  face,  clearly 
pleased  with  the  new  facilities  and 
the  fact  that  CRDC  was  able  to  buy 
the  building.  He  said  that  the  new 
two  for-profit  businesses— a  janitor- 
ial service  and  a  mass  mail  service  — 
both  of  which  are  used  for  job 
training. 

In  May  the  Center  will  celebrate 
its  twentieth  anniversary.  No  longer 
just  serving  Chinatown,  its  gradu- 
ates have  spread  out  into  the 
business  community  of  San  Francis- 
co. At  the  resource  development 
center,  the  resources  are  the  people 
who  work  and  study  there.  Now 
many  more  will  now  be  able  to 
develop  themselves.  For  more  infor- 
mation call  775-8880. 


feed  a  growing  population,  making 
Vietnam  dependent  on  large  food 
imports.  Its  population  of  60  miUion 
is  double  the  figure  of  40  years  ago, 
and  is  increasing  at  a  rate  of  2.7 
percent  a  year. 

"The  country  will  no  longer  be 
able  to  feed  its  population  and  will 
have  to  (trade)  for  food  on  an  inter- 
national market  also  facing  food 
shortages,"  the  report  warned. 

Last  summer  the  Vietnamese 
government  launched  a  program  to 
grapple  with  its  environmental  prob- 
lems but  the  recovery  has  been 
hindered  by  a  lack  of  international 
aid. 

"Hiunanitarian  and  conservation- 
ist groups,  particularly  in  the  United 
States,  have  encountered  official 
resistance  and  red  tape  when 
requesting  their  governments'  auth- 
orization to  send  assistance  to  Viet- 
nam." said  lUCN's  Elizabeth  Kemf. 

If  aid  continues  at  the  present 
trickle,  the  country's  environmental 
future  looks  bleak.  Concludes  the 
report:  "Restoring  the  environment 
and  repairing  the  war  damage  is  now 
a  major  government  program,  but 
the  scale  of  the  problem  is  larger 
than  Vietnam's  technical  and  finan- 
cial resources  (can)  solve  unaided." 


A  Co-ed  Co-op  at 
The  Heart  of  the  City 


•  private  rooms 

•  downtown  location 

•  commuter  connections 

•  2  fine  meals  dally 

•  weekiv  maid  service 

•  snack  canteen 

•  2  spacious  lounges 

limOklng  &  non  5niolilnOI 

•  sun  deck   •  laundry  facilities 

•  option  to  participate 

In  management  process 

•  24-hour  desk  service 


accomodations  forsinglewomen 
(or  single  men 
for  parent  vi/ithonechild 

All  for  $349-401 

per  month 
or  $125  per  week 

Civic  Center  Residence 

04  McAllister  St.  a31-2870 


Thanks  to  you 
It  works... 
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compiled  by  KJm  Osborne 

Park  Closing 

At  the  urging  of  the  North  of 
Market  Planning  Coalition,  the  city 
Parks  and  Recreation  Department 
has  promised  to  keep  Boeddeker 
Park  on  Jones  and  Eddy  open  365 
days  a  year.  According  to  Joe 
Kaufman,  chair  of  NOMPC's  21oning 
committee,  the  park  had  been 
closing  on  an  irregular  basis  on 
Sundays  and  holidays.  "They've  had 
a  general  inconsistency  of  policy.  It's 
taken  a  lot  of  political  work  to  keep  it 
open,"  Kaufman  said. 

The  Parks  Department  claims  the 
problems  stemmed  from  inadequate 
funding  and  manpower  to  keep  the 
park  open  every  day,  but  Parks  chief 
Mary  Burns  has  now  written  a  letter 
to  NOMPC  promising  to  keep  the 
gates  open  every  day.  Now  the  com- 
mittee is  working  on  extended  hours 
for  the  park,  "at  least  light  to  light." 

Advisory  Board  Openings 

People  interested  in  mental  health 
services  are  needed  to  fill  immediate 
openings  on  the  community  mental 
health  advisory  boards. 

Alternatives  to  traditional  mental 
health  care  such  as  peer  counseling 
and  social  and  vocational  recovery 
are  currently  being  developed  and 
the  boards  want  to  gain  opinions 
from  a  wide  range  of  people,  inclu- 
ding patients  and  their  families. 

Boards  are  made  up  of  25 
members  with  representatives  from 
a  diverse  range  of  socisil,  cultural, 
occupational  and  economic  back- 
grounds. The  northeast  board  serves 
the  Tenderloin  as  well  as  Chinatown. 
Cow  Hollow,  Western  Addition  and 
Haight-Ashbury. 

Applicants  need  no  previous  ex- 
perience in  the  mental  health  field, 
but  do  need  time  to  volunteer  and  an 
interest  in  improving  health  service. 
For  more  information,  or  an  appli- 
cation, call  Rawna  Romero  at  the 
Community  Advisory  Boards  for 
Mental  Health,  at  558-4671. 

Hospitality  House  Arts  Fair 

Slots  are  still  available  for  Ten- 
derloin musicians,  dancers,  actors 
and  poets  to  perform  at  the  spring 
Arts  Fair  June  28th  on  Eddy  Street 
between  Jones  and  Leavenworth. 
The  fair,  sponsored  by  Hospitality 
House,  will  be  a  day-long  event 
organized  with  the  idea  of  exposing 
Tenderloin  artists  to  area  residents. 
For  more  information  on  the  Fair, 
call  Sharon  Tanenbaum  at  776-2102. 

Pizza  Feed 

Delivered  piping  hot  and  to  the 
door.  300  hundred  Tenderloin  resi- 
dents got  a  taste  of  Domino's  Pizza 
courtesy  of  Golden  Gate  franchise 
owner  Wally  Wilcox.  A  total  of  44 
large  pies  were  delivered  to  Hospita- 
lity House  January  20,  21  and  22 
which  fed  the  hungry  and  homeless, 
Wilcox  said  he  got  the  idea  from  his 
contractor  and  the  free  pizza  feed 
was  arranged. 

**Faces  of  War" 

"Faces  of  War,"  a  stirring  docu- 
mentary about  Central  America,  will 
be  broadcast  on  KQEC.  Channel  32 
on  Thursday,  March  20  at  9:30  p.m. 
and  again  on  KQED.  Channel  9  at  11 
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p.m.  on  April  7.  The  film  illustrates 
the  effects  of  U.S.  military  inter- 
vention in  Central  America  through 
the  personal  stories  of  six  Americans 
who  are  living  and  working  in 
Nicaragua  and  El  Salvador.  The  pro- 
ducers had  originally  attempted  to 
purchase  air  time  on  commercial 
television  to  broadcast  the  film  along 
with  an  appeal  for  funds  to  finance 
further  broadcasts  around  the  coun- 
try. All  four  San  Francisco  stations 
refused  to  sell  them  time  so  the  two 
public  stations  stepped  forward  to 
offer  the  air  time  free  for  the  film 
minus  the  fundraising  appeal. 

Join  the  Army 

The  Gray  Panthers  are  having  a 
meeting  to  plan  for  the  Tax  Day 
Enlistment  Committee  on  Monday, 
March  10  at  1  pm,  50  Fell  Street.  The 
Panthers  are  calling  on  all  citizens 
of  San  Francisco  to  go  the  Armed 
Forces  EnHstment  Center  and  enlist 
in  the  Armed  Forces  for  housing, 
health  care  and  educational  benefits. 
The  Panther's  position  is  that  the 
quality  of  life  has  decreased  over  the 
last  several  years  in  direct  proportion 
to  the  increase  in  the  military  budget 
and  that  in  order  to  continue  to  have 
housing,  education  and  health  care 
everyone  has  to  be  connected  to  the 
military.  For  more  information  call 
Sherry  Gendelman  at  552-8800. 

Conversion  Law  Upheld 

In  a  victory  for  Tenderloin  resi- 
dential hotel  tenants,  a  state  appeals 
court  recently  upheld  a  1981  law 
which  allows  residential  hotel  own- 
ers to  tear  down  or  convert  their 
buildings  only  if  they  provide 
adequate  housing  or  pay  a  fee  to  a 
hotel  fund.  The  decision  came  after 
Terminal  Plaza  Corp.,  owner  of  the 
St.  Moritz  Hotel  at  190  O'Farrell. 
challenged  the  conversion  law  in 
court. 

Filming  the  Young  and  Homeless 

Homeless  children  and  youth 
living  on  the  streets  of  the  city  is  the 
subject  of  a  project  undertaken  by  an 
independent  filmmaker  and  a  medi- 
cal anthropologist.  The  two  have 
been  interviewing  and  taping  home- 
less youth  for  nine  months  through- 
out the  city,  including  the  Ten- 
derloin, to  create  a  realistic  portrait 
of  streetlife  and  its  problems.  The 
end  product  will  be  an  hour-long 
documentary  on  the  health  problems 
and  social  interaction  of  male  and 
female  street  youths.  Youths  inte- 
rested in  being  interviewed  for  the 
film  can  contact  Cajetan  Luna  at 
U.C.  Medical  Center,  731-0880,  or 
Geoffrey  Froner  at  Paraducks  Pic- 
tures. 221-1108. 

Free  Income  Tax  Assistance 

VITA  — Volunteer  Income  Tax  As- 
sistance—will provide  free  assis- 
tance to  people  needing  help  filling 
out  their  income  tax  forms  several 
Saturdays  in  March  and  April  at 
Hastings  College.  198  McAllister 
(Hyde  Street  entrance)  The  dates 
are  March  22  and  29,  April  5  and  12 
from  9-5.  VITA  is  co-sponsored  by 
the  IRS,  the  American  Bar  Associa- 
tion and  a  Hastings  student  organi- 
zation. More  information:  565-4601. 


Get  Your  Renter's  Credit 


Support  our 
Advertisers! 


ANGKOR  CHUM 

CAMBODIAN 
RESTAURANT 

403  Eddy  Street  771-4411 


Open  Dally 

8:00  am-  10:00  p  m 


Many  Tenderloin  residents  will 
have  $60  more  in  their  pocket  this 
spring,  thanks  to  the  North  of 
Market  Planning  Coalition.  Last 
month,  over  120  neighborhood  resi- 
dents crowded  into  the  YMCA  for  a 
Coalition-sponsored  public  forum  in 
five  languages  on  applying  for  a 
renter's  credit  from  the  state. 

■"If  you  have  paid  rent  in  Califor- 
nia since  March  1,  1985.  you  are 
qualified  for  at  least  $60  from  the 
state, ' '  explained  Coalition  staffer 
Heidi  Swarz,  who  stressed  that  one 
need  not  be  a  citizen  or  have  a  job  to 
be  eligible. 


It's  not  too  late  for  folks  who 
missed  the  forum,  says  Swarz,  as 
long  as  the  application  form  is  filed 
by  April  15.  For  those  who  work,  the 
form  is  included  with  state  tax  forms. 
Forms  are  available  at  several  neigh- 
borhood offices  where  help  is  avail- 
able in  completing  them.  Housing 
Authority  tenants  qualify  as  long  as 
they  pay  rent,  while  residents  of  tax- 
exempt  buildings  do  not.  Those  who 
are  not  sure  if  they  qualify  can  apply 
anyway  since  the  state  has  a  list  of 
tax-exempt  buildings. 

More  information  is  available  at 
the  Coalition,  474-2164. 


Organizing  Against  Rape 


Alarmed  by  the  number  of  day- 
time assaults  and  rapes  in  the  Ten- 
derloin, the  Bay  Area  Women's 
Resource  Center  has  organized  a 
meeting  on  Tuesday  March  4th  at  10 
a.m.  to  discuss  and  take  action  on 
the  problem. 

Resource  Center  director  Midge 
Wilson  said  the  recent  concern  is 
focused  on  reports  of  three  abduc- 
tion/rapes during  the  past  several 
weeks:  two  at  the  comer  of  Jones 
and  Eddy  and  one  in  the  parking  lot 
of  Eddy  and  Taylor.  All  three  were 
during  daylight  hours. 


Another  incident  happened  to  a 
staff  member  in  front  of  the 
Resource  Center  at  318  Leavenworth 
when  a  man  walked  out  of  a  coffee 
shop,  hit  the  women  on  the  head, 
knocked  her  to  the  ground  and  went 
back  into  the  coffee  shop. 

"It  was  totally  unprovoked."  said 
Wilson.  "We  are  not  just  concerned 
about  rape,  but  also  about  assault 
crimes  against  women." 

Wilson  hopes  the  meeting  will 
point  out  the  vulnerability  of  women 
in  the  Tenderloin  and  also  help 
coordinate  a  network  of  women 
living  and  working  in  the  Tenderloin. 


Methadone  Program's  Questionable 
Expenses 


An  interim  audit  of  California 
Detoxification  Programs,  a  contro- 
versial Tenderloin-based  methadone 
program,  has  revealed  that  Cal 
Detox  "did  not  comply  with  signi- 
ficant provisions"  of  its  city  contract 
for  the  fiscal  year  1984. 

According  to  the  City  Controller's 
audit,  ordered  by  Supervisor  Nancy 
Walker  after  a  Tenderloin  Times 
report  on  alleged  fiscal  and  record 
keeping  improprieties  within  Cal 
Detox's  operation,  over  10  percent  of 
the  expenditures  were  spent  on 
questionable  costs. 

The  audit  revealed  that  $31,849  of 


the  $251,520  audited  was  spent  on 
automobile  expenses,  legal  fees, 
unbudgeted  depreciation  expenses, 
unbudgeted  pension  costs,  improper 
employee  benefit  costs  and  tax 
penalty  payments. 

In  addition,  the  audit  revealed  that 
Cal  Detox,  headed  by  Ron  Kletter. 
has  not  submitted  a  required  Certi- 
fied Public  Accountant's  audit  report 
on  its  accounting  system. 

These  preliminary  findings  will  be 
completed  when  state  auditors  from 
the  Division  of  Alcohol  and  Drug 
Programs  complete  their  investiga- 
tions. 


Big  Turnout  in  NOMPC  Election 


by  Terry  Laine 

The  largest  voter  turnout  in  the 
history  of  the  North  of  Market  Plan- 
ning Co2ilition  marked  February's 
Board  of  Directors  election.  More 
than  230  members  voted  to  fill  eight 
seats  on  NOMPC's  21-member  board 
with  newcomers  Tho  Do  and  Midge 
Wilson,  and  incumbents  Poul  An- 
dersen, Kelly  Cullen,  Don  Feeser, 
Keith  Grier,  Richard  Parker  and 
George  Skou. 


The  retention  of  the  six  incum- 
bents indicates  confidence  in 
NOMPC's  current  leadership,  which 
should  be  further  strengthened  by 
the  addition  of  two  new  board 
members  who  live  in  the  neigh- 
borhood and  are  actively  involved 
with  neighborhood  organizations. 

At  the  Board  of  Directors'  meeting 
on  Thursday,  March  13,  officers  will 
be  elected  to  fill  the  posts  of 
President,  Vice-President.  Secretary, 
and  Treasurer  for  the  coming  year. 


Agnos'  Bill  Targets  Hastings 


by  Michael  Wood 

San  Francisco  Assemblyman  Art 
Agnos,  whose  district  includes  the 
Tenderloin,  has  drafted  a  bill  which 
will  require  Hastings  College  of  the 
Law  to  conform  to  local  zoning 
regulations  and  to  replace  any 
housing  it  demolishes  in  the  course 
of  real  estate  development. 

Hastings  announced  last  year 
plans  to  construct  a  200,000  square 
foot  office  building  on  land  it  owns 
on  Golden  Gate  Avenue.  The  project 
would  require  the  demohtion  of  two 
neighborhood  businesses  and  two 
residential  hotels  that  Hastings  has 
long  kept  vacant. 

Agnos'  bill  will  require  Hastings 
to  get  an  environmental  impact 
report  (EIR)  approved  by  the  city  and 
will  also  require  the  school  to  first 


offer  to  the  city  any  surplus  land  it 
decides  to  sell.  Currently,  Hastings 
has  the  right  to  approve  its  own 
EIR's. 

The  requirement  that  the  school 
replace  housing  it  removes  from  use 
is  retroactive  to  June  1,  1973,  the 
date  the  school  first  displaced 
residents  from  Tenderloin  hotels. 

"Hastings  has  become  a  rogue 
institution  in  the  city  and  must  be 
brought  under  the  laws  which  govern 
our  city  and  its  housing  policies," 
Agnos  told  The  Times. 

"One  thing  we  don't  need  is 
another  big  office  building,"  he 
added. 

The  board  of  directors  of  the  North 
of  Market  Planning  Coalition  voted 
unanimously  last  month  to  support 
the  bill.  AB  4104,  which  is  expected 
to  go  to  an  Assembly  committee  next 
month. 
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AlCOHOL,  DRU6S 

AND  AIDS 


There  is  growing  evidence 
of  a  significant  connection 
between  AIDS  and  alcohol 
and  drug  abuse.  Substance 
abuse  is  an  issue  we  can  no 
longer  afford  to  ignore. 

Drugs  and  alcohol  dorft 
cause  AIDS.  AIDS  is  caused 
by  a  virus.  But  there  are 
at  least  three  ways  in  which 
alcohol  and  drugs  can 
increase  your  chances  of 
getting  AIDS. 

First,  alcohol  and  drugs 
depress  the  immune  system 
and  make  you  more  suscep- 
tible to  disease.  Alcohol, 
marijuana,  speed,  cocaine, 
poppers,  and  other  recrea- 
tional chemicals  lower  your 
resistance  to  disease.  In 
some  research  studies,  pop- 
pers have  been  implicated 
in  increasing  the  risk  of  KS. 
Drugs  and  alcohol  weaken 
your  health.  They  increase 
stress  rather  than  relieve  it 
and  help  the  AIDS  virus  over- 
come your  body's  defenses. 

Second,  alcohol  and 
drugs  reduce  your  ability  to 
stick     judginents  about 
whal'^  safe  and  what  isn't. 
A  huge  majority  of  gay  men 
in  San  Francisco  have  given 
up  Unsafe  Sex.  For  the 
relatively  few  who  haven't 
yet,  studies  demonstrate 
a  strong  correlation  between 


alcohol  and  drug  use  and 
Unsafe  Sex, 

Third,  sharing  IV  drug 
needles  transmits  the  AIDS 
virus  directly  from  the 
bloodstream  of  one  infected 
person  to  the  bloodstream 
of  another  If  you  do  take  the 
risk  of  using  IV  drugs,  don't 
share  needles!  It's  a  direct 
route  for  the  transmission  of 
AIDS.  There  are  thousands 
of  IV  drug  users  in  America 
with  AIDS,  and  probably 
other  thousands  who  are  still 
incubating  the  virus  and 
who  are  contagious.  Don't 
share  needles! 

According  to  experts  who 
treat  substance  abuse  among 
gay  men,  we  have  had  a 
major  epidemic  of  substance 
abuse  in  our  community 
for  years— so  much  so  that 
most  of  us  have  accepted 
substance  abuse  as  a  routine 
part  of  gay  life.  What  was 
once  routine,  however,  is  now 
deadly. 

If  you  want  confidential 
and  gay-sensitive  information 
about  substance  abuse  for 
yourself  or  for  a  friend,  help  is 
available.  Contact  Haight- 
Ashbury  Free  Medical  Clinic 
(drug-focused)  at  621-2014, 
Operation  Concern  (alcohol- 
focused)  at  626-7000,  or 
call  the  AIDS  Foundation's 


AIDS  HOTLINE,  863 -AIDS, 
for  a  referral. 

Remember: 

•  Sharing  needles  is 
dangerous.  Don't  share 
needles. 

•  Alcohol  and  drugs  depress 
the  immune  system. 
Protect  your  health. 

•  Getting  high  can  lead  to 
Unsafe  Sex  and  exposure 
(or  re-exposure)  to  the 
AIDS  virus. 

Now  is  the  perfect  time 
to  take  a  fresh  look  at  your 
own  use  of  alcohol  and 
drugs— and  to  get  some  help 
(often  free)  to  find  out  if 
you  have  a  drinking  or  drug 
problem  that  may  increase 
your  chances  of  getting  AIDS. 

SF 


AIDS 

FOUNDATION 


THE  SAN  FRANCISCO 
AIDS  FOUNDATION 

333  Valencia  St.  4th  Floor 
San  Francisco,  OA  Q4103 

415-863-AIDS 
Toll  free  in 
Northern  California: 
800-FOR-AIDS 

TDD:  415-864-6606 


Mojur  lundirij;  lor  ihecducjiion.iJ  itrocranik  <>l  T)ir  San  fraiuiHir  AIDS  Kouhdjlioni^pKiVided  hy  ihr  Sin  fMntiwi  l>i:|).inmpni  (jI  ('uMu  HimIii. 
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Neighborhood  Foundation  Distributes  Funds 
Won  from  Luxury  Hotels 


by  Sara  Colm 

Five  years  ago,  in  January.  1980, 
Tenderloin  residents  won  a  major 
victory  and  set  a  national  prece- 
dent by  extracting  concessions  from 
the  developers  of  three  highrise  luxury 
hotels  planned  for  the  edge  of  the 
Tenderloin  Arguing  that  the  hotels 
would  cause  rents  and  land  values  to 
jump  and  force  low-income  tenants 
and  small  businesses  out.  hundreds  of 
neighborhood  residents  marched,  ral- 
lied and  packed  City  Hall  hearings 
demanding  that  the  hotels  make  up  for 
these  negative  effects  of  development 
As  a  result  of  community  pressure 
and  widespread  media  attention,  the 
Ramada  Renaissance.  Hilton  and 
Holiday  Inn  (later  replaced  by  Japan 
Airlines)  hotels  were  required  by  the 
city  to  contribute  funds  for  social 
services  and  housing  in  the  Tenderloin 
and  to  make  a  "good  faith  effort"  to 
give  jobs  to  neighborhood  residents. 

Today,  five  years  after  the  head- 
line-makmg  battle  began,  the  Ramada 
Renaissance  towers  over  Eddy  Street. 
A  block  away,  on  Ellis  Street.  Japan 
Airlines  has  begun  erecting  its  new 
30  story  hotel,  enveloping  the  remain- 
ing residential  hotel  on  the  block,  the 
Maria  Manor  And  over  at  Taylor  and 
O  Farrell  streets,  ground  has  been 
broken  for  the  Hilton's  new  19-story 
addition. 

To  date.  $130,000  for  community 
services  has  been  turned  over  to  the 
neighborhood  by  Ramada  and  Hilton, 
with  $150,000  due  from  Ramada  over 
the  next  3  years  Negotiations  are 
currently  underway  with  Japan  Air- 
lines with  the  goal  of  getting  them  to 
match  the  Ramada  payment. 

This  money  is  being  distributed  to 
Tenderloin  organizations  by  the 
United  Tenderloin  Community  Fund,  a 
community  foundation  set  up  in  1984 
to  review  grant  proposals  and  award 
grants  The  Fund  may  also  be  charged 
with  administering  several  million 
dollars  from  the  hotels  that  will  be 
used  to  subsidize  rents  in  Tenderloin 
apartments  and  residential  hotels. 

Board  members  are  Leroy  Looper  of 
Reality  House  West/Cadillac  Hotel, 


The  funds  now  being  distributed  by  a  community  foundation  had  their  roots  in 
the  1980  neighborhood  campaign  to  pressure  the  planned  luxury  hotels  to 
provide  jobs  and  money  for  housing  and  social  services.  In  one  demonstration. 
Tenderloin  resident  O.T.  Wood  presented  a  cake  to  Hilton  management  in  the 
neighborhood's  version  of  "lei  them  eat  cake." 


Jan  Mirikitani  of  Glide  Church,  Midge 
Wilson  of  Bay  Area  Women's  Re- 
source Center.  Thelma  Kavanagh  from 
the  Senior  Escort  Service  and  Claudia 
Viek,  former  director  of  Hospitality 
House.  These  organizations  were 
involved  to  some  extent  in  the  battle  to 
obtain  concessions  from  the  hotels. 

The  UTCF  meets  every  two  months 
to  consider  proposals  for  funding. 
Their  standard  for  maximum  funding 
is  $8,000  but  most  grants  awarded 
have  been  in  the  $3,000  range  An 
agency  may  be  funded  up  to  three 
times  in  one  year  for  different  projects. 
Groups  with   funding   requests  are 


strongly  encouraged  to  have  boards 
and  staffs  that  reflect  the  diversity 
(race,  age,  etc  )  of  the  Tenderloin 
Proposals  may  be  submitted  at  the 
office  of  the  Bay  Area  Women's 
Resource  Center,  381  Leavenworth 
Street.  For  more  information,  call 
474-2400 

Here  is  a  list  of  grants  given  by  the 
Fund  to  date: 

Tenderloin   Community   Endeavor  — 

$500  to  be  used  for  organizing  costs  for 
the  establishment  of  the  non-profit 
food  store,  the  Tenderloin  Trading 
Post, 


Community  Groups,  City  Officials  Outraged 
Over  Reagan's  Proposed  Funding  Cuts 


by  Pete  Childress  and  Michael  Wood 

About  500  people  representing 
low-income  San  Francisco 
families  and  service  organi- 
zations braved  pounding  rain  and 
blustery  winds  on  Valentine's  Day 
and  gathered  on  the  steps  of  the 
Federal  Building  to  protest  President 
Reagan's  proposed  massive  cuts  in 
domestic  spending  for  needy  people. 

Chanting.  "Reagan,  have  a  heart" 
and  carrying  placards  denouncing 
the  proposed  spending  cuts,  the 
protestors  listened  to  Congressman 
William  Gray,  chairman  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  Budget 
Committee  tell  them,  "The  Reagan 
budget  would  cut  housing,  job 
training,  neighborhood  support,  and 
health  care  by  over  half  a  billion 
dollars  in  San  Francisco  alone." 

The  demonstrators  cheered  when 
Gray  said,  "We're  going  to  figure 
out  a  way  to  cut  the  deficit,  but  we're 
not  going  to  do  it  on  the  brittle  backs 
of  the  elderly,  or  the  empty  stomachs 
of  our  children,  the  poor,  the  young 
or  the  jobless  of  this  nation." 

Inside,  Budget  Committee  mem- 
bers William  Gray,  George  Miller. 
Vic  Fazio  and  Barbara  Boxer  heard 
testimony  from  nearly  a  dozen 
witnesses,  including  Mayor  Fein- 
stein,  who  told  the  panel  that 
Reagan's  budget  would  cut  about 
$77  million  from  the  city's  budget. 


"(Community  Development)  funds 
last  year  benefitted  117,660  persons, 
some  40%  of  our  lower-income  popu- 
lation and  created  5,360  jobs," 
Feinstein  said .  ' '  Under  Reagan ' s 
proposed  budget,  job  training  pro- 
grams for  welfare  mothers  and 
others  will  be  cut  or  eliminated, 
summer  youth  jobs  cut  nearly  in  half, 
the  immigrant  education  program 
eliminated  and  vocational  and  adult 
training  cut  by  44  percent." 

Gray  later  told  the  Times  that  if 
Reagcm's  budget  is  adopted,  "It  will 
have  a  disastrous  effect  upon  poor 
people  especially,  but  it  will  also 
have  a  disastrous  effect  upon  the 
working  poor  people.  The  alternative 
is  to  adopt  a  different  set  of  priorities 
that  do  not  take  it  out  on  the  poor." 

After  the  hearings,  a  spokesman 
for  the  mayor's  office  told  the  Times 
there's  no  way  to  tell  how  the 
proposed  budget  cuts  will  affect  the 
Tenderloin  specifically,  because  of 
the  complexity  of  dispersing  the 
funds.  But,  he  did  say  that  the  immi- 
grants in  the  Tenderloin  would  be 
affected  by  cuts  in  refugee  assis- 
tance. 

The  spokesman  also  said,  "The 
only  question,  really,  is  whether 
enough  people  who  live  in  the  Ten- 
derloin will  put  pen  to  paper  and 
write  to  Congresspersons  Barbara 
Boxer,  Sala  Burton  and  President 
Reagan  and  make  it  clear  that  those 


programs  are  important  to  their 
lives.  Congress  responds  to  the 
public.  If  Congress  doesn't  hear 
(from  the  people)  it  won't  change  the 
budget.  If  Congress  does  hear, 
we've  got  a  shot  at  it." 

In  a  related  matter,  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  voted  last  month  to  join 
a  lawsuit  filed  against  the  federal 
government  by  the  National  League 
of  Cities  and  four  Congresspersons 
which  seeks  to  strike  down  a  presi- 
dential order  deferring  the  spending 
of  $500  million  in  housing  assistance 
funds  until  next  year.  The  suit 
contends  that  the  deferral  illegally 
circumvents  Congressional  intent. 

The  deferral  order  affects  many 
San  Franciscans.  The  Office  of  Com- 
munity Development  (OCD),  whose 
budget  for  the  current  year  was 
$21.3  miUion  as  of  January,  lost  $3.4 
million.  Between  the  order  and  the 
Gramm-Rudman  Act,  OCD  has  lost 
$6.8  milhon,  a  reduction  of  32 
percent  over  1985. 

Walter  Park,  executive  director  of 
Independent  Housing  Services ,  a 
Tenderloin  agency  receiving  federal 
funds  said,  '  'This  deferral  is  going  to 
make  it  much  harder  to  find  housing 
for  the  elderly  and  the  handicapped 
people.  The  people  this  deferral  is 
going  to  hurt  are  the  people  who  are 
nearest  to  being  helpless,  who  need 
help  the  most." 


Tenderloin  Network  of  Family  and 
Children  Services  — $450  for  admini- 
strative costs  for  one  year 

Downtown  Senior  Center  — $1,500  to 
be  used  for  the  purchase  of  furniture 
for  their  new  facility  which  opened  on 
O'Farrell  during  1985 

Glide  Senior  Network  — $1,797  to  cover 
pdrt-time  salary  expenses  for  the 
program's  administrative  assistant. 
Central  City  Hospitality  House  Arts 
Program  — $2,000  to  be  used  to  fund 
the  salaries  of  art  instructors  which 
will  teach  three  art  workshops  in  the 
evenings  or  on  weekends 

Tenderloin  Recreation  Center- $2,050 
to  be  used  for  summer  trips  for  neigh- 
borhood children,  and  to  help  fund 
special  events  such  as  the  annual 
Christmas  party  for  600  Tenderloin 
children 

General  Assistance  Advocacy  Project 

-$2,500  to  be  used  to  fund  a  staff 
person  (who  is  a  Tenderloin  resident) 
to  do  fair  hearings  and  intake  inter- 
views, etc. 

Income  Rights  Project  — $3,000  to  fund 
a  half-time  work-study  law  student  to 
organize  a  peer-advocacy  program 
through  which  recipients  of  OA, 
AFDC.  SSI.  and  Social  Security  can 
learn  to  help  themselves  and  peers. 

EXIThcatre  — $3,000  to  cover  produc- 
tion expenses  for  1986  including  cos- 
tumes, props,  printing,  postage,  and 
small  stipends  for  the  participants 

Tenderloin  Times,  a  project  of  Central 
City  Hospitality  House  — $3,000  to  hire 
a  part-time  business  manager  for  six 
months. 

North  of  Market  Health  Council  — 

$3,029  to  be  used  for  a  relief  recreation 
worker  for  the  Senior  Sobriety  Center 
so  that  the  Oasis  Club  can  be  available 
during  holidays  and  when  regular  staff 

IS  on  sick  leave. 

San  Francisco  Partnership  Ministries 
Refugee  Women's  Program  —  $3,200 
for  the  salary  of  a  refugee  staff 
member  for  bilingual  counseling  and 
advocacy 

Bay  Area  Women's  Resource  Center  — 

$3,340  for  part-time  salary,  fringes, 
and  program  expenses  of  tri  lingual. 
Southeast  Asian  staff  member, 

North  of  Market  Child  Development 
Center- (1986  grant)  $3,500  to  fund 
part-time  salary  of  the  parent  resource 
coordinator  and  accompanying  pro- 
gram expenses. 

Tenderloin  Neighborhood  Develop- 
ment Corporation  —  $3,800  to  cover 
cost  of  brochures  and  informational 
materials  for  community  education  in- 
cluding slides,  photographs,  etc. 

Hospitality   House   Arts   Program  — 

(1986  grant)  $3,000  grant  and  $1,000 
refundable  grant  to  cover  staff  support 
for  art  exhibitions  and  poetry  readings. 

San  Francisco  Network  Ministries  — 

$4,000  to  cover  general  program  costs 
in  the  following  projects:  Tenderloin 
Elderfriends.  Community  Building. 
Mental  Health.  Homeless  Group,  and 
AIDS  Program 

North  of  Market  Planning  Coalition  — 

$5,000  to  cover  staff  costs  for  the 
implementation  of  a  3-year  fundraising 
plan- 
Tenderloin  Neighborhood  Develop- 
ment Corporation  -  (1986  grant)  $5,000 
to  cover  the  part-time  salary  of  the 
Southeast  Asian  organizer's  position 
for  1986 

Glide  Memorial  Church  Volunteer 
Office -$5,425  to  create,  staff,  and 
maintain  a  Volunteer  Office  to  expand 
the  pool  of  volunteer  labor  and  assis- 
tance, and  therefore  expand  the  level 
of  services  offered  by  Glide 

Cross  Cultural  Family  Center -(1986 
grant)  $6,100  to  fund  the  salary  and 
fringe  benefits  of  a  part-time  parent 
coordinator  for  10  months  in  1986 
Reality  House  West -$10,000  to  pay 
^lipt'titls  to  low  income  Tenderloin 
residents  that  will  be  hired,  trained, 
and  employed  in  the  Sizzler  Restaurant 
which  will  open  in  1986  at  the  Cadillac 
Hotel 


Need  a  Loan? 
Come  to  us  First 

Mrs.  Chan  Did. 


Mrs.  Chan  needed  money  in  the  bank  to  keep  the  family 
business  going.  She  turned  to  us  for  a  loan  instead  of 
another  larger  institution.  Why? 

'  PERSONALIZED  ATTENTION  AND  SERVICE 
We  offer  face-to-face  service,  unmatched  by  larger  and  more 
impersonal  institutions.  We're  a  community  credit  union— 
too  small  to  get  lost  in,  but  big  enough  to  meet  your  needs. 

•  EXCELLENT  LOAN  RATES  We  offer  excellent  loan 
terms  for  small  businesses,  educational  loans  and  auto, 
home  and  personal  loans.  We  also  work  with  new  Americans 
and  those  without  credit  history.  And  if  you  are  a  depositor, 
you  may  borrow  against  your  deposits  at  even  lower  rates. 

'  EXCELLENT  DIVIDENDS  ON  DEPOSIT  Because  depo- 
sitors are  owners,  the  dividends  on  their  deposits  are 
excellent.  (Deposits  up  to  $100,000  are  insured  by  the 
National  Credit  Union  Administration.) 

The  Northeast  Community  Federal  Credit  Union  makes 
business  loans  up  to  $20,000  and  personal  signature  loans  up 
to  $3,500.  We  are  owned  and  operated  by  members  of  the 
community  and  we  are  ready  to  support  the  community  the 
best  way  we  can:  by  offering  you  solutions  to  your  financial 
needs  at  rates  you  can  live  with. 

When  you  need  a  loan,  come  to  us  first.  Mrs.  Chan  did, 
and  now  she's  got  money  in  the  bank. 
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Can  MUdn  Tien?  Hay  Den  Vdl  Chung  Toi  Nhd  Ba 
Chan  Da  Lam. 

Ba  Chan  Can  Tien,  tj"  mot  nh3_  bSng  de*  lam_ 
thjdng  mai.  Ba  d^n  v6i  chung'tSi  de  vay  tien  thay  vT 
a§n  mcit  nha  bang  Idfi  khac.  Tai  sao? 

•  DICH  VU  DOI  Vbj  tUnG  CA  NHAN:  Chung  tbi 
cung  cap  dich  vu  tren  cSn  ban  ca^nhan,  kh6ng  nhiT 
nhong  nha  b^ng  Ibn  khac.^Ca^sd*chung  t6i  la  mpt 
hoi  tin  dyr)g  cqng  dong  viia  ccf  de'phuc  vu  quy  vi. 

•  TIEN  LOJ  VJA  PHAI  NHAT:  Chyng  toi  c5  ch'o 
vay  tien  v6l  dieu  kien  va  tien  l6i,tot  cho  gibi  tieu 
thiidng,  tien  di  hoc,  muajte  hay  bat  cJ^gi"!  Chung  toi 
cung  lam  viec  y6i^  nhJng  ngyOi  mot^den  My  va 
khphgj;6  Ijch' sO''lin^dung.  Ney.  ban  c^  trtjbng  muc 
vdi  chu£ig  toi^  ^an  c^the  vay  v6|tien  lai  ha  hdn  niJa. 

•  HJdNG  TI^N  CO  PHAN  neu  ban  cd  trVdng^muc 
vdTchu'hg  toi  vi'ban  la  mot  chu  nhan  cua  C6  StJ  Tin 
Dung  nay. 

The  Northeast  Community  Federal  Credit  Union 
CO  cho  vay  tien  d§*lam  thi/6ng  mai  len  den  $20,000 
va  choj;a  nhan  len  den  $3,500.  Cd  sd^'naiy  du\Jc  lam 
chu  b6i  dan  chu'ng  dia  phiJdng  cho  nen  chijhg  toi 
s5n  sang  gjup  d6''c9ng  dong  bSffig  each  cho  vay  tien 
v6i  tien  Idi  phai  chan^.  ^  ^ 

N§ujDan  can  vay  tien,  hay  den  v^i  chu1^g  toi  tri/dc 
nhL?  Ba  6han  da  lam  v^y.  Bay  gi6^  ba  ta  da  c6  tien 
de  trong  trd6ng  mijc  roi. 
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NORTHEAST  COMMUNITY 
FEDERAL  CREDIT  UNION 


19  Walter  U  Lum  Place,  San  Francisco  •  (415)  434-0738 
We  care  about  you  and  your  money 


March,  1986 
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Seniors  Victimized  By  Rip-offs,  Neglect  and  Physical  Abuse 


by  Alison  Shepard 

Florence's  friend  came  to  visit 
her  only  once  a  month,  usually 
on  the  3rd.  He  always  offered  to 
cash  her  Social  Security  check,  and 
always  brought  her  back  the  change 
— mmus  the  cut  he  kept  for  himself. 

Florence,  an  elderly  resident  of 
the  Tenderloin,  is  a  victim  of  elder 
abuse,  a  problem  that  is  just  begin- 
ning to  come  to  the  public's 
attention,  due  in  part  to  the  work  of 
community  agencies  and  a  recent 
series  of  well-publicized  Congres- 
sional hearings. 

Experts  describe  elder  abuse  as  a 
hidden  but  growing  problem  that 
comes  in  many  different  forms,  il 
can  range  from  actual  physical  abuse 
to  neglect  of  frail,  dependent  seniors 
Lo  financial  exploitation. 

San  Francisco,  with  its  high  senior 
population ,  is  among  the  places 
where  the  problem  is  drawing  in- 
creasing attention.  According  to  Lisa 
Nerenberg.  director  of  the  San 
Francisco  Consortium  for  Elder 
Abuse  Prevention,  the  700  cases  of 
elder  abuse  now  being  handled  by 
community  agencies  here  represent 
just  a  small  portion  of  the  totEil 
problem. 

While  there  £u-e  no  statistics  on  the 
exact  extent  of  the  problem  in  the 
Tenderloin,  neighborhood  geriatric 
workers  agree  that  it  is  serious. 

"Clients  who  live  here  in  the 
Tenderloin  are  very  subject  to 
abuse— they're  physically  weak  and 
dependent  on  others, ' '  says  Dr. 
David  Ofman,  medical  director  of  the 
North  of  Market  Senior  Service 
Center. 

Ofman  says  that  cases  of  actual 
physical  abuse  are  not  that  common 
but  do  occur.  Dr.  Ofmeui  recalls  the 
case  of  one  elderly  man  who  had 
tremendous  bums  all  over  his  body 
but  made  up  stories  to  protect  the 
person  who  was  abusing  him.  He 
eventually  admitted  to  the  lies.  More 
common .  he  says .  are  situations 
where  people  who  are  unable  to  get 
out  or  are  alcoholic,  are  taken 
advantage  of:  "Someone  is  supposed 
to  buy  food  for  them  and  pockets 
half  the  change." 

Such  victims  are  almost  always 
very  isolated  individuals,  says  Pat- 
rick Arbore.  director  of  the  Geriatric 
Outreach  Program.  "The  tragedy  is 


oome  Tenrierioin  seniors  may  tali  viclim 
problem  throughout  the  country. 

that  people  prey  on  their  loneliness . ' ' 

Robin  Wechsler,  an  organizer  with 
the  Tenderloin  Senior  Outreach 
Program,  says  that  complEiints  of 
financial  abuse  are  high  among  the 
seniors  she  works  with.  Besides 
family  members  or  "friends"  who 
may  cash  checks  for  Tenderloin 
seniors  or  pocket  change  after 
running  errands,  shop  owners  may 
also  give  credit  to  seniors  and  then 
inflate  the  amount  they  owe,  taking 
advantage  of  their  memory  loss. 

Such  behavior  is  not  unusual, 
according  to  experts  familiar  with 
the  problem.  Frequently,  the  only 
human  contact  in  the  life  of  an 
isolated  semor  may  come  from  the 
very  same  person  who  is  being 
abusive.  For  this  reason,  the  senior 
may  be  reluctant  to  discuss  the 
problem  and  may^even  try  to  protect 
the  person  who  is  abusing  them. 

The  situation  may  be  compounded 
if  the  abuser  is  a  family  member. 

"Our  experience  has  shown  that  it 
is  very  hard  for  an  abused  senior, 
regeurdless  of  how  badly  they  are 
treated,  to  acknowledge  that  a  child 
they  raised  is  mistreating  them  or 
absconding  with  their  money,"  says 
Nerenberg.  "Additionally,  many 
older  adults  fear  what  may  happen  if 
they  report  an  abusive  situation." 

SociaJ  workers  familiar  with  the 
problem  say  there  are  different 
causes  of  elder  abuse.  While  finan- 
cial abuse  has  a  fairly  clear  cause- 
greed— physical  abuse  and  neglect 


;o  fcidei  aouse.  a  hidden  but  growing 


are  more  complicated.  One  factor 
that  can  contribute  to  an  abusive 
situation  is  the  frustration  £md 
fatigue  that  may  buiid  up  in  the 
family  member  or  friend  caring  for 
the  senior  who  requires  near- 
constant  attention. 

'  'In  most  cases,  the  abuser  is  not  a 
traditional  creep,"  says  Arbore. 
Often,  he  says,  they  are  family 
members  who  have  burned  out  from 
giving  round-the-clock  care  and  are 
unnerved  and  resentful  at  seeing  a 
parent  grow  old  and  helpless. 

More  violent  forms  of  abuse  often 
have  their  roots  in  history  —  many 
abusers  were  themselves  abused  as 
children.  This  sort  of  violence  may 
amount  to  a  learned  behavior  within 
a  family. 

Due  partly  to  the  increased  aware- 
ness of  the  problem,  people  dealing 
with  an  abusive  situation  now  have 
places  they  can  turn.  The  Consor- 
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HAVE  YOU  EVER  THOUGHT  ABOUT 
COOPERATIVE  LIVING? 

Check  out  the  Aarti  Cooperative: 

•  a  40  room  residential  hotel,  391  Leavenworth 

•  3  community  kitchens 

•  roof  garden 

•  family-type  atmosphere 

•  a  good  mix  of  interesting  people 

•  movmg  towards  self-management 

•  five  hours  volunteer  work  per  week  required 

For  more  information,  come  to  an  Introductory 

Meeting  Mar.  9  or  Mar.  23  at  8  pm.  or 
call  885-0257  (office)  or  885-6819  (messages). 


tium  for  Elder  Abuse  Prevention  was 
formed  in  1983  when  several  agen- 
cies carae  together  to  form  a  multi- 
service response  network  offering  a 
variety  of  services  to  assist  victims  of 
elder  abuse  and  their  families  and 
friends.  There  are  now  over  40 
agenices  involved,  providing  coun- 
seling, mental  health  care,  shelter 
and  adult  protective  services. 

Florence '  s  check-cashing  '  friend 
was  discovered  after  Florence  called 
into  the  Friendship  Line,  a  24-hour 
talk  line  sponsored  by  the  Geriatric 
Outreach  Program  of  San  Francisco 
Suictde  Prevention  » )ne  the 
progrsuns  50  volunteers  began  to  pay 
regular  visits  to  Florence  and  noticed 
It  to  the  police  who  learned  that  the 
"friend,"  and  the  interesting  disap- 
pearance of  the  money.  She  reported 
it  to  the  police  who  learned  that  hte 
man  was  wanted  by  the  FBI. 

Now  another  Friendship  Line 
volunteer,  Amy  Fisk,  is  calling  on 
and  keeping  her  eye  out  for 
Florence .  She  is  no  longer  as 
financially  vulnerable  as  before  now 
that  a  city  agency  receives  her 
checks,  pays  her  rent  and  gives  her 
an  allowance.  But  because  Florence 
suffers  from  short-term  memory  loss 
and  has  difficulty  walking,  Fisk  is 
concerned  that  someone  else  may 
take  advantage  of  her  and  is 
particularly  worried  about  one  young 
man  that  has  recently  befriended 
her. 

"I  hope  that  my  relationship  with 
Florence  will  empower  her,"  Fisk 
says.  "Just  by  calling  or  visiting 
someone,  you  can  make  a  huge 
difference." 

The  Senior  Friendship  Line  offers 
assistance  to  seniors  and  their 
families  and  friends  24  hours  a  day. 
The  number  is  752-3778. 
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Homeless  Tenants:  You  have  Rights 


by  Randy  Shaw 

As  a  result  of  the  city's 
homeless  program,  hundreds 
of  General  Assistance  and 
AFDC  applicants  and  recipients  are 
placed  in  residential  hotels.  Many 
are  permitted  to  stay  in  a  hotel  for 
only  two  weeks  and  are  then  forced 
to  seek  alternative  shelter;  others  are 
placed  in  hotels  indefinitely.  Un- 
fortunately, most  people  in  the 
homeless  program  are  never  given 
any  information  concerning  their 
tenants'  rights.  This  column  will 
provide  this  information,  and  is  also 
applicable  to  any  tenant  who  is  living 
in  a  hotel  for  less  than  30  days. 
Some  basic  facts: 

1 .  If  you  have  lived  in  a  building 
for  30  days,  it  is  illegal  for  the 
landlord  to  force  you  to  leave  the 
premises.  This  fact  apphes  regard- 
less of  whether  you  are  part  of  the 
Mayor's  Homeless  Program,  a  social 
service  program,  or  some  other 
program  identified  as  a  provider  of 
emergency  housing.  If  the  landlord 
wants  to  evict  you,  he  must  use  the 
courts. 

2.  You  have  an  absolute  right  to 
complain  to  the  Building  Inspector 
about  substandard  conditions  in  your 


hotel.  This  is  true  even  if  you  hpve 
only  lived  at  the  hotel  for  one  day,  or 
if  your  stay  is  temporary.  State  and 
city  law  will  protect  you  against 
retaliation  from  your  landlord  for 
reporting  code  violations  . 

3.  If  you  have  lived  in  a  hotel  for  30 
days,  you  cannot  be  forced  to  change 
rooms,  or  move  to  another  hotel, 
without  your  permission.  This  is  true 
even  when  both  hotels  are  owned  by 
the  sEime  person  and  are  part  of  the 
homeless  hotel  network. 

A  lawsuit  has  recently  been  filed 
to  eliminate  some  of  the  serious 
abuses  of  tenants  rights  that  have 
occurred  in  the  mayor's  homeless 
program.  The  suit  seeks  to  prevent 
landlords  from  evicting  tenants  in 
the  homeless  program  without  going 
through  the  courts.  It  also  aims  to 
eliminate  tenants'  fears  of  being 
"blacklisted"  from  the  program  for 
asserting  their  legal  rights. 

Since  many  participants  in  the 
homeless  program  are  newcomers  to 
the  city,  the  task  of  tenant  education 
is  not  easy.  Readers  of  this  column 
who  are  living  in  homeless  or  "hot- 
line" hotels  could  improve  the 
education  process  by  passing  this 
column  on  to  others  or  taping  it  to  a 
wall  in  your  room. 
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Apartheid 


means 


South  Africa  is  among  the  top 
seven  food  exporters  in  the  world. 
Every  year  it  exports  more  than  a 
billion  dollars  worth  of  beef,  grain, 
vegetables  and  fruit. 

Yet  every  day  136  black  children 
die  from  hunger. 

The  problem  is  not  a  lack  of  food 
but  a  lack  of  justice.  It  is  apart- 
heid— South  Africa's  system  of  ra- 
cial domination — that  keeps  the 
black  majority  hungry. 

•  Blacks  are  70%  of  the  population 
but  can  own  land  in  just  13%  of  the 
country. 

•  Blacks  can  own  no  more  than  4 
acres  of  land,  while  white  farms  av- 
erage 3,000  acres. 

©  Institute  for  Food  and  Development  Policy 


land  of  plenty. 


•  Black  workers  earn  as  little  as  $30 
per  month,  and  unemployment  is 
over  25  percent. 

•  A  black  infant  in  a  rural  area  is  20 
times  more  likely  to  die  than  a  white 
infant. 

•  Blacks  are  forced  to  carry  internal 
passports,  and  every  three  minutes 
a  black,  person  is  arrested  for  viola- 
tion of  *'pass"  laws. 

•  Blacks  are  denied  basic  rights 
such  as  voting  and  deciding  where 
to  live. 

There  can  be  no  end  to  hunger  in 
South  Africa  without  an  end  to 
apartheid. 


□  Enclosed  is  a  contribution  for  $ 


to  help  spread  the  message  about 
hunger  in  South  Africa 

□  Send  me  more  information  on  how  I 
can  help  stop  apartheid 

NAME  


ADDRESS 
CITY  


STATE 


ZIP 


Institute  for  Food  &  Development  Policy 

1885  Mission  Street 

San  Froncisco,  CA  94103-3584 


I  Want  to  Help 
Stop  Apartheid! 


March.  1986 
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Hotel  Dispute 

continued  from  page  3 

as  "an  oasis  of  sanity  in  the  middle 
of  the  Tenderloin."  Residents  en- 
joyed 5-day-a-week  maid  service, 
overnight  guest  privileges  and  phone 
service  to  their  rooms,  according  to 
long-time  tenants. 

In  May,  1985.  the  Arlington  was 
purchased  by  a  limited  partnership 
between  San  Francisco  Giants'  own- 
er and  real  estate  developer  Bob 
Lurie's  investment  firm  and  a  St. 
Vincent  de  Paul  Society  subsidiary 
tliat  also  has  the  contract  to  manage 
the  hotel.  The  state  of  California 
provided  a  low-interest  loan  to  help 
purchase  the  building  and  required 
that  it  be  maintained  as  low-income 
housing  for  the  30-year  duration  of 
its  loan. 

The  purchase  of  the  Arlington, 
and  the  leasing  of  the  60-room  Lyric 
on  Jones  Street,  was  part  of  a 
long-held  dream  of  the  Society , 
which  runs  several  alcohol  recovery 
progrrams,  to  set  up  a  program  where 
people  who  have  been  through 
detoxification  programs  "could  live 
in  a  sober  living  environment  at 
reasonable  rents,"  says  Reggio. 

Such  set-ups  are  badly  needed,  he 
says,  because  many  people  who 
make  it  through  detox  programs  are 
poor  and  can  only  afford  cheap 
housing.  The  result  is  that  many  end 
up  in  cheap  hotels  in  the  Tenderloin 
or  South  of  Market  where  they  are 
around  other  drinkers. 

At  the  time  of  the  Arlington's  sale, 
there  was  a  core  of  about  70  per- 
manent tenants  living  in  the  building 
in  addition  to  a  larger  number  of 
more  transient  guests.  More  than  60 
of  those  tenants  remain  and  there 
are  a  like  number  of  '  *  project 
tenants"  — people  who  are  recover- 
ing alcoholics. 

David  Worthington,  an  employee 
of  the  Society's  Ozanam  Center,  a 
detoxification  center  for  alcoholics, 
says  he  was  invited  by  his  superiors 
at  St.  Vincent  to  move  in  to  the  hotel 
in  May  of  last  year.  Enticed  by  the 
low  rent,  he  and  a  few  other  St. 
Vincent  employees  moved  in  over 
the  next  several  months. 

One  such  employee  was  Herb 
Wahlsteen.  53,  a  recovered  drinker 
who  was  living  at  the  Tenderloin's 
Dalt  Hotel .  He  moved  into  the 
Arlington  on  December  1,  1985.  The 
next  day,  December  2,  he  and  other 
tenants  received  notices  in  their 
mailboxes  that  their  rent  would 
increase  on  January  1  by  22  percent. 

"I  was  completely  shocked,"  says 
Wahlsteen.  "Instead  of,  'Hello,  wel- 
come to  the  hotel,'  I  got  a  rent 
increase.  I  though  I  had  finally  found 
a  good  cheap  place  to  live  and  then 
this  happened.  I  just  thought,  'Oh, 
not  again."* 

St.  Vincent  de  Paul  representa- 
tives say  they  were  forced  to  raise 
the  rent  by  rising  costs,  particularly 


a  staggering  400  percent  increase  in 
insurance  premiums.  According  to 
Reggio,  they  petitioned  the  state  to 
allow  a  rent  increase  in  October  and 
met  with  state  officials  at  the  end  of 
November.  At  that  meeting,  the 
state  approved  the  rent  increase  and 
the  agency  issued  the  rent  increase 
notices  three  days  later. 

Reggio  concedes  that  the  agency 
knew  there  was  a  good  chance  the 
rent  increase  would  be  approved  at 
the  time  they  applied  for  them  in 
October  but  says,  "There  was  a 
decision  made  not  to  tell  the  tenants 
until  we  knew  the  details." 

He  now  says  that  he  thinks  that 
decision  was  a  mistake.  "It  would 
have  been  a  smoother  situation  had 
we  informed  them  in  October.  As  it 
was,  it  was  kind  of  jolting." 

At  any  rate,  he  says,  the  rents  are 
still  very  low.  Arlington  manager 
Gary  Davis  says  most  old  tenants  pay 
under  $200  and  most  ' '  project 
tenants  "  pay  in  the  $215  and  to  $255 
range. 

In  late  February,  a  hearing  officer 
from  the  city's  Rent  Board  heard  the 
dispute  over  rents.  He  will  make  a 
decision  as  to  whether  San  Fran- 
cisco's rent  law.  which  limits  rent 
increases  to  4  percent  a  year,  applies 
to  the  Arlington  or  whether  rent 
levels  are  controlled  by  the  state. 

Construction  Delays 

Another  major  complaint  by  ten- 
ants is  that  rehabilitation  work  has 
been  chaotic  and  has  dragged  on  way 
beyond  what  was  expected,  depriv- 
ing residents  of  the  use  of  some  key 
services. 

"1  used  to  have  a  bathroom  right 
next  to  my  room, ' '  says  Paul 
Shimun.  51,  a  four-year  tenant  of  the 
building.  "Now  I  have  to  walk  down 
the  hall  to  the  end  of  the  building. 
They  ripped  the  bathroom  out  and 
haven't  fixed  it  yet.  " 

Tenant  John  Avis,  an  Ozanam 
employee,  says  when  he  moved  in  in 
May,  1985,  "there  was  the  under- 
standing that  the  kitchens  would  be 
ready  very  shortly  thereafter.  Now  it 
appears  they  won't  be  ready  until 
June  (1986). 

"Their  experience  is  not  with 
hotel  management  but  primarily 
with  alcohol  treatment  and  1  think 
they've  run  into  a  great  deal  of  diffi- 
culty," adds  Avis. 

St.  Vincent  management  acknow- 
ledges that  there  have  been  con- 
struction delays  but  say  they  were 
unavoidable.  In  particular,  unexpect- 
ed parapet  and  foundation  reinforce- 
ment work  has  hindered  speedy 
progress. 

"Construction  is  slow  but  there 
were  logical  reasons  for  it  and  those 
reasons  have  been  passed  on  to 
tenants."  says  Jim  Curtiss,  St. 
Vincent's  director  of  alcoholism 
services. 

Perhaps  the  most  commonly  heard 
complaint    from    tenants  centers 


Jones  St.  Thrift  Store  Faces  Eviction 


It  looks  like  any  of  a  dozen  other 
seedy  thrift  stores  in  the  Tender- 
loin—music blaring  through  the 
door,  old  stereos  and  junked  TV's 
sprawled  out  on  tables  above  cheap 
heaters,  toasters,  hotplates  and  fans 
that  have  seen  better  days. 

It's  called  San  Francisco  Horizons, 
a  non-profit  group  run  out  of  the 
Jones  Street  residence  and  store- 
front of  Norbert  Schroeder  and  dedi- 
cated to  fixing  things  — anythings  — 
for  cheap.  Or  for  free  if  you're  a 
non-profit  group  like  St.  Anthony's 
or  Tenderloin  ElderFriends. 

However,  all  is  not  well  on  this 
group's  horizon.  Schroeder's  land- 
lord, the  St.  Vincent  de  Paul  Society, 
thinks  his  repair  shop/home  is  a  fire 
hazard  and  is  threatening  to  evict 
him.  They've  filed  court  papers  and 
are  sending  mixed  messEtges  about 
whether  they  will  actually  proceed 
with  eviction. 


Schroeder  says  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment has  given  him  a  clean  bill  of 
health  but  a  letter  sent  to  Schroe- 
der's attorney,  Randy  Shaw,  says  St. 
Vincent  will  move  to  evict  no  matter 
what  the  Fire  Department  says. 

But  the  letter's  author,  St.  Vincent 
attorney  Marvin  Colangelo,  told  The 
Times  two  days  after  the  letter  was 
sent  that  he  "wants  to  work  things 
out ' '  and  intends  to  meet  with 
Schroeder  and  Shaw  next  week. 

St.  Vincent  representatives  say  the 
problem  is  that  their  insurance 
company  thinks  Schroeder,  who 
neighborhood  groups  and  elderly 
residents  describe  as  almost  a  saint, 
is  running  a  fire  trap.  They  say  they 
can't  afford  to  risk  the  safety  of 
building  tenants— or  let  their  insu- 
rance rates  go  through  the  roof,  to 
accommodate  one  man. 

At  presstime,  the  outcome  of  the 
dispute  was  very  much  in  doubt. 


photo:  Greg  Gaar 

One  of  the  more  colorful  Tenderloin  sights  is  this  eccentric-looking  Examiner 
newstand  at  Geary  and  Van  Ness.  It  is  run  (and  decorated)  by  Jane  Weems. 
wtiose  talents  also  extend  to  drumming  with  the  Martyrs  punk  rock  band. 


around  the  Society's  style  in  running 
the  building  and  the  atmosphere  it 
has  created  in  the  hotel.  Several 
tenants  voiced  complaints  about 
unreasonable  rules  and  regulations 
forced  upon  them  by  management. 
They  charge  that  hotel  staff  treats 
them  like  inmates ,  always  moni- 
toring them  to  make  sure  they're  not 
drinking  and  always  ready  to  play 
enforcer.  The  penalty  for  drinking  by 
"project"  tenants— those  who  are 
part  of  the  alcohol  recovery  pro- 
gram—is eviction. 

Rules  and  Reg's 

Some  tenants  have  been  asked  to 
leave  the  Lyric  Hotel  for  drinking. 
One.  claiming  he  was  illegally  locked 
out.  negotiated  an  out-of-court 
settlement  of  $200  with  the  agency. 
Another,  claiming  harrassment.  pur- 
sued an  action  in  Small  Claims  court 
and  lost. 

"They're  turning  the  hotel  into  a 
military  camp,"  says  David  Worth- 
ington. "You  can't  do  nothing  with- 
out permission." 

"They  're  making  a  lot  of  rules  and 
regulations,"  agrees  Paul  Shimun,  a 
tenant  of  the  building  from  before  St. 
Vincent  took  over. 

"The  intent  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul 
being  here  is  to  provide  a  sober 
living  environment  for  people  after 
alcohol  treatment,"  says  Jim  Cur- 
tiss. "In  order  to  provide  that  we 
have  to  make  sure  that  people  who 


move  in  here  remain  abstinent  and 
they  agree  to  that  when  they  move  in 
here.  We  can't  have  a  place  that  just 
has  its  own  rules  and  people  do 
anything  they  want  anytime  they 
want  to.  If  people  think  that's  too 
strong  of  a  regulation  to  place  on 
them,  they  shouldn't  have  moved  in 
here." 

Ricardo  Hernandez,  the  director  of 
the  city's  Rent  Arbitration  Board  has 
met  with  all  sides  in  the  dispute.  He 
says  the  problems  at  the  Arlington 
have  been  compounded  by  a  "lack  of 
sensitivity"  on  the  part  of  key  St. 
Vincent  personnel.  "They  have  some 
problems  knowing  how  to  deal  with 
human  beings,  they  need  to  be  a 
little  more  sensitive  and  caring."  he 
told  The  Times. 

Reggio  acknowledges  that  mis- 
takes were  made,  particularly  in  not 
setting  up  a  tenants'  council  earlier 
—one  exists  now— and  in  not  com- 
municating more  with  tenemts.  But 
he  says  the  process  "has  served  to 
increase  our  sensitivity  to  tenants' 
needs." 

"We're  not  bad  guys  who  are 
trying  to  gouge  people.  We're  trying 
to  run  an  important  project  and 
we've  got  bills  to  pay  to  keep  it  going 
and  viable,"  he  says,  adding  that  he 
hopes  the  tenants'  council  will  allow 
for  better  communication  in  the 
future  and  return  the  Arlington  to 
smoother  footing. 

Arlington  tenants  say  they  will 
wait  and  see. 
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A  Cue  to  Pool  Tables 
of  the  Tenderloin 


by  Andy  Andrews 

In  old  photographs  of  turn-of-the- 
century  San  Francisco,  one  in- 
variably comes  across  snapshots 
of  working  people,  standing  rigidly 
at  attention  in  derby,  suspenders 
and  moustache  around  a  pool  table. 
Underneath,  as  often  as  not.  a  dog 
sleeps. 

That  tradition  still  abounds  in  the 
city  today.  When  the  blue-collar 
crowd  gets  off  work,  it's  back  to  the 
bar.  with  the  more  eagle-eyed  and 
sure-handed  heading  for  the  pool 
table.  In  the  Tenderloin,  skills  can  be 
sharpened  in  taverns  and  pool  halls 
throughout  the  neighborhood. 

In  sizing  up  pool  tables,  1  keep 
three  considerations  in  mind.  First  is 
how  level  the  table  is.  A  table  that  is 
not  level  will  drive  the  best  player  to 
distraction.  Typically,  on  an  unlevel 
table,  the  balls  bunch  up  at  one  end 
of  the  table.  Firing  a  shot  "up"  the 
table  is  perilous. 

Next,  I  check  the  rails  around  the 
table  tor  bank  shots— a  critical  pre- 
requisite to  properly  develop  a 
shooting  strategy.  Trying  a  bank 
shot  on  a  table  with  "dead"  rails  is 
no  fun. 

Finally  I  take  a  look  at  the  felt  on 
the  table,  which  shouldn't  be  torn  or 
soiled.  With  these  guidelines  in 
mind,  I  surveyed  some  local  tables. 

The  Cinnabar,  397  Ellis,  has  my 
favorite  table,  perhaps  due  to  the 
success  I  had  there.  The  rails  are 
responsive  and  the  table  is  true.  A 


corners  is  near  the  wall ,  which 
crowds  any  shooter  at  that  end  of  the 
table.  Nonetheless,  another  good 
recommendation. 

Palace  Billiards,  949  Market,  is  a 
world  unto  itself.  Twenty-two  tables, 
in  various  conditions,  adorn  this 
large,  old-time  pool  hall.  The  tables 
were  right  on  beam,  but  my  friends 
kept  beatmg  me.  Having  been 
brought  up  on  small  bar  tables,  when 
I  get  on  large,  regulation  tables.  I  am 
at  the  mercy  of  cruel  fate.  I  also  keep 
my  mouth  shut.  I  was  very  quiet  at 
the  Palace. 

Van's  Pool  Hall.  730  Van  Ness. 
Ditto  to  everything  1  said  about  the 
Palace.  Van's  has  about  fifteen 
tables,  mostly  in  a  sorry  state  of  dis- 
repair and  so  large  you  feel  like 
you  re  playing  on  a  football  field.  I 
went  from  one  table  to  another 
looking  for  one  that  would  not  frus- 
trate me.  but  never  found  one. 
Playing  at  either  Van's  or  the  Palace 
should  be  done  quickly  because  their 
rate  is  two  dollars  per  hour  per 
person ,  I  prefer  my  games  at  50  cents 
a  throw. 

The  Kum  Bak  Club.  486  Ellis,  is  a 

small  bar  with  a  small  table,  so  I've 
always  done  well  there.  The  table  is 
well  cared  for.  and  should  please 
most  regular  pool  players. 

The  Brown  Jug,  496  Eddy,  is  a 
popular  neighborhood  hangout  with 
a  table  that  is  in  constant  use.  But  I 
have  always  been  vaporized  there. 
My  bank  shots  go  where  they 
shouldn't  and  the  table  leans  and  is 


Sokchea  Tea  in  his  office. 
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Sokchea  Tea:  Helping 
Neighbors  Help  Themselves 


by  Sara  Colm 


T 


The  Cinnabar  Club  al  Jones  and  Ellis  boasts  one  of  the  neighborhood  s  finest 
pooltables,  according  to  the  Times'  resident  pool  expert  Andy  Andrews. 

player  must  always  perform 
rately  because  the  table  will 


accu- 
show 

you  for  the  kind  of  player  you  are. 
Despite  the  slightly  drab,  dimly-lit 
appearance  of  this  tavern,  there's 
always  a  friendly  crowd. 

The  Overflo,  998  Sutter,  the  self- 
professed  rugby  headquarters  of  the 
Bay  Area,  also  places  in  the  upper 
strata  of  quality  tables  in  the  greater 
TL.  At  first  sight,  I  was  convinced 
the  table  was  not  level.  But  one 
game  quickly  persuaded  me  other- 
wise. The  balls  scattered  evenly 
upon  the  break  and  the  cue  ball 
never  trailed  off  to  the  left  or  right. 
The  rails  were  so  responsive  I  almost 
ducked  reflexively  everytime  I  tried  a 
bank  shot.  The  felt  is  in  fine 
condition,  and  I  like  the  club's 
atmosphere. 

The  Nile  Cap,  699  O'FarreU,  has  a 
table  that  is  an  exacting  taskmaster. 
There  is  nothing  wrong  with  this 
table!  The  utmost  precision  is 
required,  and  the  calibre  of  compe- 
tition here  is  high.  It's  as  good  a 
place  as  any  to  invest  fifty  cents  on  a 
table.  I  recommend  it. 

The  Vagabond,  800  Larkin,  is  a 
quiet,  unassuming  place  with  a  fine 
table.  The  night  1  visited,  the  table 
was  open  and  I  indulged  in  a  3-ball 
game.  While  I  noticed  no  imper- 
fections with  the  table,  and  the  pub's 
ambience  was  satisfactory,  the  fly  in 
the  ointment  is  that  one  of  the 


located  in  a  tiny  cubicle  at  the  back  of 
the  bar  which  crowds  many  shots. 
God  only  knows  where  they  are 
going  to  end  up.  This  is  not  a  place 
for  serious  pool  players. 

Coffee  Rod's,  201  Ellis,  which 
seems  to  get  most  of  its  business 
from  the  Hilton  across  the  street,  has 
a  table  with  seductively  immaculate 
felt,  but  once  again  the  rails  are 
inaccurate  and  the  table  seems  to 
lean  towards  one  end.  Shooting  at 
Ron's  has  always  been  a  hair-yank- 
ing experience  for  me. 

Are  there  any  pool  shooters  out 
there?  If  so,  you  are  well  supphed 
with  tables  in  the  'Loin  Good  luck! 


urk  Street  resident  Sokchea 
Tea,  an  immigrant  from  Cam- 
bodia, is  getting  more  in- 
volved in  his  neighborhood,  trying  to 
make  it  a  better  place  to  live.  A 
part-time  tenant  organizer  for  North 
of  Market  Planning  Coalition,  he  also 
squeezes  what  he  can  into  his  off 
hours. 

Tea  knows  the  value  of  giving  a 
helping  hand  to  others.  Just  a  year 
ago  he  was  having  a  hard  time  him- 
self just  surviving.  Out  of  the 
hospital  after  spinal  surgery,  he  had 
no  job,  no  money  and  no  home. 
Sometimes  he  would  sleep  on  the 
floor  at  his  cousin's  house,  but  not 
wanting  to  impose,  several  times  a 
week  he  would  sleep  in  Market 
Street  movie  houses  or  on  busses. 

Now  Uving  in  an  apartment  on 
Turk  Street  and  working  for  the 
CoaUtion,  Tea's  Ufe  is  looking  up 
once  again.  "Working  at  the  Coali- 
tion is  the  best  job  I've  ever  had," 
says  Tea.  "I  feel  more  comfortable 
there  than  anywhere  else." 

Tea  credits  Coaiition  president 
Don  Feeser  and  co-worker  Heidi 
Swarz  with  teaching  him  a  great  deal 
about  community  organizing.  "I've 
learned  a  lot  in  only  a  few  months 
there,  thanks  to  them,  '  he  says. 

At  a  community  meeting  last 
month.  Tea  was  elected  to  serve  on  a 
neighborhood  advisory  committee 
for  Hospitality  House's  new  24-hour 
mental  health  center  set  to  open  this 
spring.  He  gained  the  largest 
number  of  votes  of  any  candidate. 

A  community  mental  health  work- 
er for  almost  two  years  at  Richmond 


BONGO'S  RESTAURANT 

208-210  Eddy  St.  near  Taylor,  928-5368 
Open  7  days,  7  a.m.  to  9  p.m. 

FINE  SEAFOOD,  STEAK  AND  HAMBURGERS 
BREAKFAST  SERVED  ALL  DAY 

$1.99  BREAKFAST  (served  before  12  Noon) 

Ham/Bacon/Sausage,  Two  Eggs,  Hash  Browns, 
Toast,  Fresh  Fruit 

$3.99  TOP  SIRLOIN  STEAK 

Vi  LB,  steak  with  vegetable,  rice  or  potato  &  dinner 
roll. 

$3.95  FRESH  RED  SNAPPER  With  vegetable,  rice  and  roll 


Maxi  Center.  Tea  is  strongly  sup- 
portive of  the  new  center's  self-help 
approach. 

"People  need  to  have  someplace 
to  go  when  friends  or  family  aren't 
around,"  he  says. 

Contrary  to  some,  he  thinks  there 
is  a  good  chance  the  Asian  popula- 
tion will  use  the  new  center.  "Right 
now  they  don't  want  to  go  to  a 
traditional  mental  health  center— be- 
cause they  don't  want  to  be  crazy!" 
he  says.  "They  fear  that  more  than 
going  to  jail.  At  least  with  jail  you 
can  leave,  but  they  think  if  you're 
crazy  you  stay  that  way  for  the  whole 
life." 

Trained  as  a  teacher  in  Cambodia 
and  France,  Tea  has  always  enjoyed 
working  with  people.  Since  moving 
to  the  United  States  in  1977  he  has 
held  down  a  variety  of  jobs, 
mcluding  driving  a  cab.  teaching 
English  to  refugees  and  working  in 
restaurants.  At  the  Richmond  Maxi 
Center  he  learned  that  he  preferred 
direct  face-to-face  contact  with  peo- 
ple—doing outreach  and  counseling 
—to  sitting  at  a  desk  doing  clinical 
assignments  and  analyses  of  clients. 

Tea  is  no  stranger  to  community 
work.  He  served  as  president  of  a 
Bay  Area  Cambodian  .Association  in 
1979,  a  job  he  found  frustrating 
because  their  goals  were  too  diffuse 
and  the  problems  too  broad. 

His  current  work  is  more  satis- 
fying, partly  because  his  task  is  more 
focused— outreach  and  assistance  to 
Southeast  Asian  tenants  with  hous- 
ing problems.  And  already  he's  had 
a  couple  of  successes,  such  as 
helping  some  Cambodian  tenants  on 
Eddy  Street  stop  their  evictions. 

Whether  he's  pulling  together  a 
tenants'  meeting  or  posting  flyers  on 
the  street,  Tea's  warm  smile  and 
eager  attentiveness  reflect  obvious 
enthusiasm  for  his  work— helping 
people  in  his  own  neighborhood  help 
themselves. 


ARTHUR  L.  MEADER,  Ml 

Attorney  at  Law 
Specializing    in  Social 
Security,   Disability  and 
S  S  I.  Cases 

Phone:  777-5727 
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Tenderloin  Times  13 


The  Working  Homeless: 
Wages  Too  Low  To 
Beat  The  Streets 


Mayor  Nixes  Playgrounds 


In  a  city  where  thousands  of 
children  go  without  adequate  child- 
care  and  have  little  access  to  recre- 
ation facilities,  the  playgrounds  and 
recreation  yards  of  San  Francisco 
schools  close  down  after  school. 
This,  says  a  group  of  childcare 
advocates,  is  a  tragedy,  With  sup- 
port from  Board  of  Supervisors 
President  John  Molinari,  they  are 
leading  a  drive  to  reopen  the 
playgrounds,  which  were  closed  in 


photo:  Andrew  Ritchie 

the  budget-slashing  days  after 
Proposition  13.  Last  month  the 
Board  passed  a  measure,  intro- 
duced by  Molinari,  which  calls  on 
Ihe  mayor  to  place  in  next  year's 
budget  up  to  $1  million  to  open  and 
staff  the  playgrounds.  But  Mayor 
Feinstein  has  rejected  the  idea.  For 
more  information  on  the  playground 
campaign,  call  Coleman  Advocates 
lor  Children  and  Youth  at  641-4362. 


continued  from  page  1 

reluctant  to  hire  men  of  that  age,  in 
spite  of  his  16  years  as  a  ware- 
houseman with  the  same  compEiny. 
He  has  no  address  or  telephone 
where  he  can  be  reached. 

Typical  of  the  work  available  to  the 
homeless  is  putting  flyers  on  the 
doors  of  homes  in  the  Bay  Area.  The 
pay  is  typically  2  cents  per  flyer  and 
the  worker  must  keep  track  of  his 
Social  Security  and  income  tax. 

James  Young,  a  flyer  "walker"  as 
they  are  called,  has  been  trying  to 
make  a  living  at  it  for  three  months. 
He  stays  in  city  shelters  and  gets  up 
at  2:30  each  morning  in  hopes  of 
getting  out  on  a  truck.  He  is  con- 
cerned about  his  future: 

"I've  been  wanting  to  get  a  hotel, 
but  can't  get  out  every  day.  And 
when  I  do,  I  often  get  a  route  where 
the  houses  aren't  close  together.  I 
like  the  ap2utments.  You  can  put  out 
a  lot  fast.  But  I  have  given  up  trying 
to  make  it  on  this  job. 

"If  I  can  get  a  couple  hundred 
dollars  together  to  buy  a  car,  I'm 
going  back  to  Kentucky  to  work  in 
the  mines .  If  I  can  get  on  there ,  I  can 
make  $200  a  week  digging  coal. 
Coming  to  California  has  been  bad 
for  me.  No  one  wants  to  check  out-of- 
state  references,  and  the  mine  I 
worked  in  closed  anyway." 

Leon  Zecha,  one  of  the  organizers 


of  the  Homeless  Caucus  has  done 
this  kind  of  work.  "It  is  one  of  the 
hardest  ways  to  make  a  living  I  have 
ever  experienced,"  he  says,  "htird, 
demeaning  work  which  pays  very 
little.  If  you  pass  out  1000  papers, 
you  make  a  low  wage,  and  most 
people  can't  do  1000  a  day.  Even  if 
you  can,  it's  no  good  if  you  don't  go 
regulEirly.  One  of  the  drivers  has  to 
like  you  to  get  any  kind  of  regular 
work." 

Jerry  Burke,  employment  counse- 
lor for  St.  Anthony's  estimates  that 
close  to  half  of  the  homeless  who 
come  through  his  office  are  employ- 
able. "Some  have  psychological  or 
emotional  problems,  but  many  just 
feel  hopeless  in  their  situation." 

Barbara  Arms,  volunteer  develop- 
ment coordinator  for  Hospitality 
House ,  concurs  with  Burke .  "At 
least  30  to  50  percent  of  the  homeless 
are  employable.  But  they  need  an 
address  to  give  an  impression  of 
permanency,"  she  says. 

"The  majority  of  homeless  people 
want  to  work  and  have  a  more  com- 
fortable life,"  says  Steve  ComiEily, 
job  placement  counselor  for  Hospita- 
lity House.  "But  the  stigma  of  being 
homeless  handicaps  their  condition. 
If  employers  could  look  past  that, 
especially  here  in  downtown  they 
would  find  a  great  source  of 
employees." 


continued  from  page  1 

delegation  returned,  the  vigil  was 
faced  with  another  serious  blow. 
February's  severe  storms  caused 
tremendous  damage  to  the  vigil  site, 
flooding  food  and  supply  tents  and 
forcing  many  vigil  members  who  are 
otherwise  horneless  to  flee  the  site. 

"It  was  really  terrible,"  says 
Durant.  High  winds  collapsed  seve- 
ral tents  and  the  collective  decision 
was  made  to  take  the  remainder 
down  for  safety  reasons. 

The  storm  damage  became  a 
pivotal  point,  sparking  heated  de- 
bate about  the  future  direction  of  the 
vigil  and  the  fate  of  those  vigil 
members  who  are  homeless. 

"We  told  them  that  we  were  not 
general  assistance  housing,"  says 
"Brother  Bob,"  who  describes  him- 
self as  a  Franciscan. 

"We  are  going  through  an  evolu- 
tion," says  Sean  McDonald.  "It's 
not  going  to  be  a  village,  anymore," 
he  says.  McDonald  says  that  plans 
are  for  the  vigil  to  be  a  couple  of 
tents  and  an  information  table. 

Wes  North  disagrees.  "It's  a 
mess,  but  we  are  still  going  to  keep 
going.  A  couple  of  people  wanted  to 
close  it  down  and  just  set  up  an 
office.  They  are  completely  wrong. 
We  are  going  to  rebuild,"  he  says. 

As  for  the  controversy  regarding 
the  participation  of  street  people  in 
the  vigil,  North  is  emphatic. 
"They're  just  people.  If  it  weren't 
for  the  street  people,  we  wouldn't  be 
here.  They've  gotten  us  food,  pan- 
handled us  a  $40  tent.  They've 


helped  us  out  a  lot,"  he  says. 

North,  who  is  suffering  from 
pneumonia  as  well  as  meningitis  is 
aware  that  his  own  condition  is 
deteriorating.  "My  health  is  getting 
worse,  but  I  am  still  fighting,"  he 
says. 

North  recently  refused  hospitaliza- 
tion for  medical  treatment .  ' '  The 
machine  they  wanted  to  put  me  on 
meemt  that  I  would  be  in  intensive 
care,"  he  says.  "The  doctor  told  me 
that  four  out  of  five  people  don't 
come  out  of  the  treatment , "  he  says . 

When  North's  physician  went  out 
of  the  examining  room  to  admit 
North  to  the  AIDS  Ward  at  San 
Francisco  General  Hospital,  North 
suddenly  developed  other  plans. 
"She  said  she'd  be  back  in  five 
minutes  — so  I  just  left.  She  went  out 
one  door  and  I  went  out  the  other," 
he  says  with  a  shy  chuckle. 

As  North's  condition  worsens  and 
homeless  people  with  AIDS  and  ARC 
are  left  without  resources,  Esther 
Oppenheimer's  concerns  deepen. 

Oppenheimer,  in  her  60's,  is  an 
unofficial  vigil  "mother"  looking  out 
for  the  needs  of  the  vigil  family.  She 
is  heartbroken  over  the  suffering  she 
observes  among  vigil  members. 
"People  with  AIDS  and  ARC  are 
treated  like  beggars.  It  is  truly 
heartbreaking  to  hear  the  cries  of 
anguish  and  rejection,"  she  says. 

While  Oppenheimer,  a  long  time 
labor  activist,  sees  a  lot  of  despair 
and  suffering,  she  continues  to  be- 
friend and  help  those  with  the 
greatest  need.  "These  people  need 
care,"  she  says. 


Merchants  Face  Rising  Rents 


"People  can't  afford"  high  rents,  says  boxing  trainer  Don  Stewart.  He  says 
his  $2000  monthly  rent  is  killing  him. 

continued  from  page  1 


Schapiro,  an  aide  to  Supervisor 
Nancy  Walker.  "We  are  looking  at 
the  North  Beach  area  to  experiment 
with. 

"Possibly  if  we  can  get  (com- 
mercial) rent  control  in  North  Beach 
we  can  use  it  as  a  model  project  for 
the  rest  of  the  city,"  he  said. 

While  some  Tenderloin  merchants 
welcome  the  prospect,  they  are  hesi- 
tant to  be  optimistic. 

"It's  too  late,"  said  one  long-time 
restaura  teur  on  Hyde  Street  who 
just  signed  a  new  five  year  lease 
which  doubled  his  rent.  "We  hear 
about  rent  control  all  the  time.  The 
city  can't  stop  (the  increases)." 

According  to  Brad  Paul  of  the 
North  of  Market  Planning  Coalition, 
whether  or  not  commercial  rent 
control  goes  into  effect  in  the  Ten- 
derloin will  depend  on  how  mer- 
chants respond. 

"It  will  depend  on  how  people  in 
the  neighborhood  see  commercial 
rents  as  a  problem  and  how  vocal 
they  are,"  he  said.  "My  sense  is  that 
rents  will  be  okay  this  year,  but  the 
problems  will  really  hit  in  the  next 
two  to  three  years  when  current 
leases  expire." 

Khan  of  the  Ellis  Market  wel- 
comes any  kind  of  regulations.  "If 


there  is  rent  control  it  will  be  beauti- 
ful," he  said.  "Take  Chinatown  for 
example— the  rents  are  so  high  that 
it  forces  small  businesses  out.  Any 
rent  control  is  good  within  limits." 

The  neighborhood  is  also  caught  in 
a  double  bind. 

In  order  to  keep  up  with  the  rent 
increases,  merchants  need  to  attract 
more  customers.  In  order  to  attract 
more  customers,  they  need  to 
encourage  improvements  in  the 
neighborhood.  But  in  encouraging 
improvements,  the  rents  go  up. 

"The  priority  for  many  business 
owners  right  now  isn't  rent  control," 
said  Albatross'  Wilkinson,  who  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Concerned 
Business  Persons  of  the  Tenderloin. 

"What  they  worry  about  is  the 
city-wide  perception  of  this  neigh- 
borhood as  crime-ridden.  We  need 
foot  traffic  to  get  people  in  here.  A 
bookstore  isn't  like  a  utility;  I  just 
can't  raise  the  rates." 

Wilkinson  said  that  Albatross  and 
many  other  businesses  have  "stuck 
it  out  through  hard  times. ' '  But  if  the 
rents  go  up  with  the  neighborhood, 
the  texture  of  the  Tenderloin  will  be 
lost. 

"I  don't  want  to  see  the  area 
become  a  row  of  boutiques , "  he 
said. 


Frustration,  Turmoil 
Plague  AIDS  Campers 
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Post  St.  Pub  Showcases 
Prolific  Poets 


by  Rbett  Stuart 

There  continue  to  be  many 
reasons  to  live  in  the  city  and 
one  of  them  is  the  open  poetry 
reading  at  Peter's  Pub,  1035  Post 
Street,  every  Thursday  night  at  9:00. 
The  nucleus  of  this  group  is  made  up 
of  some  prolific,  sensitive  and  some- 
times bold  performer/ poets  who  first 
got  my  attention  many  months  ago 
when  I  joined  them  to  shout  out 
verse  in  Chelsea  Square  off  Polk  and 
California  streets. 

Often  the  writers  would  trot  across 
the  street  afterwards  to  The  Rose 
and  Thistle,  a  quaint  Scottish  pub, 
for  late-night  discussions.  Soon  the 
readings  moved  there  too  but  before 
long  had  shifted  again  to  Peter's 
Pub. 

The  scene  at  Peter's  is  conducive 
to  poetic  readings.  A  platform  inside 
the  front  window  serves  as  a  fine 
podium.  For  the  more  laid-back  of 
our  resident  bards,  there  is  a  chair 
and  counter  that  allows  for  comfort; 
for  the  volatile,  there  is  still  plenty  of 
room  for  drama  and  moving  about. 

The  pub  itself,  which  features  dart 
boards  and  tables  in  front  of  a  long 
bar,  is  mellow  and  friendly  and  the 
ovraer  is  to  be  commended  for 
promoting  the  Thursday  night  ses- 


sions and  adding  to  San  Francisco's 
cultural  environment. 

Listening  to  a  group  of  poets 
always  feels  random  and  diverse  and 
one  can  usually  look  forward  to  being 
surprised.  Several  of  the  women 
poets  can  also  be  counted  on  to  come 
up  with  strong  and  sensitive  ma- 
terial. Julia  Vinograd  is  usually  one. 
There  is  a  poem  in  her  book,  "Street 
Sense,"  that  I  particularly  enjoy.  I 
quoted  a  line  from  it  to  her  myself 
the  other  evening. 

He  whistles  at  cold  girls 

and  pretty  beers 

The  big  hope  is  that  individual 
poets  do  not  remain  one-dimensional 
or  wax  verbose  beyond  all  sense  to 
the  ears.  Occasionally,  some  poets 
use  big  words  and  mispronounce 
them.  It  is  then  that  1  feel  like 
shouting  out  something  to  the  effect 
of,  "Pack  up  the  thesaurus  and 
really  impress. 

On  the  whole,  Thursday  evenings 
at  Peter's  are  fun  and  gratifying.  I 
hear  work  there  that  is  both 
perceptive  and  literate.  The  poets 
are  a  warm  bunch  and  I  eilways  have 
a  good  time.  It  is  an  event  that  could 
evolve  into  a  tradition  and  it  resides 
close  enough  to  the  Tenderloin  that 
writers  here  could  make  good  use  of 
it. 


Romance,  Music,  Poetry  Thrill 
Valentine's  Day  Crowd 


by  Preston  Brady  III 

It  was  a  stormy  Vcdentine's  after- 
noon and  neighborhood  poets 
gathered  at  the  Reality  Art 
Workshop  on  Eddy  Street  to  cele- 
brate. 

Although  billed  as  a  poetry 
reading,  there  was  remarkable  musi- 
cal and  acting  talent  as  well. 
Jean-Marie  de  la  Trinite,  accom- 
panied by  Walter  Ahlstedt  at  the 
piano,  opened  the  event  by  perfor- 
ming two  Puccini  opera  pieces.  De 
La  Trinite  sang  in  Italian  "None 
Shall  Sleep  Tonight"  and  "I  Remem- 
ber the  Starlight."  from  "Turandot" 
and  "Tosca."  He  turned  the  Work- 
shop into  an  opera  hall,  which 
seemed  appropriate  for  Valentine's 
Day  since  most  opera  is  about  broken 
and  mended  hearts. 

On  the  jazz  side  the  Tenderloin's 
resident  songstress,  Burghardt 
"Burkie"  Du  Bois  Jr.,  sat  at  the 
piano  and  produced  a  moving 
"Danny  Boy"  (I  had  to  fight  back  the 
tears).  Her  two  original  pieces 
"Long  Gone"  and  "Tenderloin 
Blues"  are  refreshingly  plain  and  to 
the  point. 

John  Ross  recited  "Wanted," 
about  a  woman  with  fifty  ediases  (we 
heard  them  alt) ;  Mary  'Tallmountain 


'Not  Bad  Women;  Bad  Laws' 


That's  the  slogan  of  the  U.S.  Prostitutes  Collective,  a  group  which  wants  to 
change  the  public's  attitude  toward  the  world's  oldest  profession.  At  a 
community  forum  in  the  Tenderloin  last  month,  fvlargaret  Prescod.  organizer 
of  the  eight-year  old  collective,  said  it  wasn't  prostitution  that  was  immoral 
but  the  poverty  that  forces  many  women  into  prostitution  or  crime. 


Restaurant  Offers  Cabaret  Act 


by  Ethan  Davidson 

Decked  out  in  a  sequined  head 
scarf,  open  purple  and  white 
shirt,  gold  chain,  glittery  belt 
buckle,  tight  jeans  and  leather  boots. 
Armando  Jones,  backed  by  a  piano, 
presents  a  personable  cabaret  act 
Friday  and  Saturday  evenings  at  La 
Pinata  restaurant  on  Larkin  Street. 

The  songs  which  Armando  sings 
are  neither  originail  or  new,  but  each 
one  seems  to  have  a  personal  signi- 
ficance to  him.  In  the  friendly  night 


spot  owned  by  his  mother,  he  com- 
municates an  obvious  love  of  singing 
to  the  small  audience  which  drifts  in 
from  the  bar. 

His  material  consists  mostly  of 
■ '  light  rock ' '  love  songs .  Avery 
Summers  plays  the  piano  and  sings 
back  up.  In  the  end.  it  was  the 
atmosphere  of  the  place  and  the 
personality  of  the  performer  which  I 
foimd  most  enjoyable.  His  music, 
however,  struck  me  as  uninspiring. 

The  decor,  which  features  Mexi- 
can art  objects,  is  pleasant  and 
comfortable.  Drinks  are  $2.50. 


tried  to  scandalize  us  with  '  'Preacher 
At  the  Crossroads."  where  her 
grandmother  Becky  meets  a  certain 
romantic  preacher;  the  feisty  Anna 
Krivonic  told  us,  "I've  got  a  photo  of 
Quasimodo" ;  Rhett  Stuart  read 
"Just  One  Lecture,"  about  a  Japa- 
nese womem  who  passed  away; 
Renno  Mahriemo  told  us,  "A  lady  is 
life  walking  to  the  coolness  of 
morning  in  the  garden  of  forever"; 
Emily  Cutler  invited  us  to  "Court  a 
Court  Jester,"  and  host  Ezekiel 
Ward  asked,  "So  from  deeper  than 
words  or  thoughts  will  you  be  my 
loving  Valentine?" 

A  grand  monologue  by  Dan 
Higgins  as  the  gentleman  who 
makes  ' '  My  Fair  Lady ' '  from  a  not  so 
fair  one,  and  who  bemoans  her 
departure  now  that  he's  finished 
creating  her,  provided  another  high 
point. 

Along  with  other  poems  and  poets 
not  mentioned  here,  and  refresh- 
ments, this  was  a  memorable  way  to 
spend  a  stormy  Valentine's  Day. 


WOMEN  CONCERNED 
ABOUT  AIDS 

Drop-in  Group 

For  women  wanting  to  learn 
about  safe  sex  practices,  women  at 
risk  for  AIDS,  or  women 
wanting  more  information 
about  their  risk  .  .  .  call 


AIDS 

HEALTH 
PROJECT 

Donations  Requested 

626-6637 


uueLCome! 

f 

117  S.'K.  St  5f 

LAFAYETTE  COFFEE  SHOP— NOW  OPEN! 

250  Hyde  Street  S.F.  CA.  94102  (415)  441-48»4  Hours:  7:00  a.m.  to  9:30  p.m.  except  Thursday 

Jack  Chow,  Owner/Cook  since  1973 


DINNER 

MON 

$3.40 

$3.80 

$3-85 

TUE 

$3  65 

$3  65 

WED 

$3  85 

$3  65 

THU 

$3  80 

FRI 

$3  80 

$3  65 

$3  65 

SAT 

$3.65 

$6  05 

SUN 

$3.65 

$6  05 

$3,85 

TODAY'S  DINNER  SPECIAL 

ALA  CARTE 

TURKEY  ALA  KING    $2,75 

POT  ROAST    $3,15 

ROAST  LOIN  OF  PORK  ,.  $3  20 

BEEF  STEW    $3  00 

TURKEY    $3  00 

SHORT  RIBS    $3  20 

STUFF  BELL  PEPPER  ....  $3,00 

CORNED  BEEF    $3,15 

CORNED  BEEF    $3  15 

BAKE  HAM   '..  $3.00 

COD  FISH    $3.00 

TURKEY    $3  00 

PRIME  RIB    $5.35 

TENDERLOIN  TIPS    $3  00 

PRIME  RIB  $5  35 

BAR  B  Q  PORK    $3  20 

WINE  or  BEER  $1.10 


DAILY  DINNER  SPECIAL 
DINNER  ALA  CARTE 

$3  80  CROSS  RIB   $3.15 

$6,05  PRIME  RIB  $5.35 

$3  90  CHICKEN  FRIED  STEAK 

(Breaded  Top  Round  Steak)    $3  35 

$3  65  HAM  STEAK  WITH  FRUIT    $3.00 

$3  90  VEAL  CUTLETS    $3.35 

$3,50  SAUSAGE  WITH  FRUIT  $2.85 

$3.90  PORK  CHOPS    $3,35 

$3.65  WESTERN  OMELETTE    $3,00 

$3,45  LIVER  &  ONIONS    $2  80 

$3  65  GROUND  ROUND  STEAK    $3  00 

$3  45  ROAST  CHICKEN    $2  80 


Dinner  includes  soup,  salad,  bread,  tea  &  dessert. 

WE  SERVE  GOOD  BREAKFAST.  LUNCH.  AND  DINNER 
AND  AT  A  GOOD  PRICE  TOO! 
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March.  1986 


Tenderloin  Times  IS 


calendar 


MONDAYS 

Alcoholics  Anonymous  meets  Monday- 
Friday  at  291  Eddy.  7:30  pm.  Free. 
Pottery    and    Sculpture  Workshop; 

Hospitality  House.  146  Leavenworth. 
7-10  pm.  Free. 

Life  Drawing  and  Painting  Workshop: 

Hospitality  House.  146  Leavenworth. 
7-10  pm.  Free. 

Vietnamese  Lessons:  Central  YMCA. 
220  Golden  Gate.  7-9  pm.  begin  March 
10,  24  hours  instruction  for  $24. 

TUESDAYS 

Theatre  and  Movement  Workshop: 

YMCA  Auditorium,  220  Golden  Gate, 
2nd  floor,  8:30-10  pm.  exploring  what 
our  community  is  and  who  we  are.  All 
welcome  Free. 

Print  Making:  Hospitality  House.  146 
Leavenworth,  7-10  pm.  Free. 

WEDNESDAYS 

Music  Making;  Downtown  Senior 
Center  Rhythm  Band,  481  O'Farrell. 
10:45  am  Free. 

Tenderloin  Writers  Workshop:  Hospi- 
tality House.  146  Leavenworth,  7  pm. 
Free. 

THURSDAYS 

Spanish  Class:  Downtown  Senior 
Center,  481  O'Farrell,  10:30  am.  Free. 
Art:  Admission  to  the  San  Francisco 
Museum  of  Modern  Art  is  free  every 
Thursday.  6-10  pm  at  Van  Ness  and 
McAllister. 

FRIDAYS 

Meditation:  The  San  Francisco  Medi- 
tation Center  holds  mantra  meditation 
evenings  every  week  on  Friday.  Satur- 
day and  Tuesday,  Included  in  the 
evening  are  an  introduction,  group 
meditation  and  video  lectures.  1249 
8th  Ave.  6:30  pm.  Free. 
Chess  Club:  Learn  (o  pfay  Chinese  and 
international  chess.  For  all  ages.  Main 
Library.  Children's  Room,  3-5  pm. 
Free. 

SATURDAYS 

Painting  Workshop:  Hospitality 
House,  146  Leavenworth,  1-5  pm. 
Free. 

Preschool  Storytime:  Program  of 
songs,  games,  stories  and  poetry. 
Ages  3-5.  Children's  Room,  Main 
Library,  11  am.  Free. 

SUNDAYS 

Dancing:  Socializing,  refreshments 
and  coffee.  The  YMCA  Senior  Center 
offers  weekly  ballroom  dances  to  the 
sounds  o(  live  bands  at  620  Sutter, 
from  2-4  pm.  Free. 


Farmer's  Market:  Farm  fresh  produce 
in  the  heart  of  the  city.  United  Nations 
plaza.  8  am  to  2  pm. 

SPECIAL  EVENTS 

Tuesday  March  4 

Folk  Music:  Traditional  and  contem- 
porary folksongs  performed  by  Kenny 
and  Tzipora.  7  pm,  Lurie  Room,  Mam 
Library.  Free. 

Thursday  March  6 

Women's  Films:  "Quilts  in  V\/omen"s 
Lives"  and  "With  Babies  and  Ban- 
ners," stories  of  the  Women's  Emer- 
gency Brigade  in  honor  of  National 
Women's  Week,  Lurie  Room,  Main 
Library.  Free. 

Wednesday  March  19 
Theatre:  "Trifles."  by  Susan  Glaspell. 
performed  by  EXITheatre,  12  Noon, 
Reality  Art  Workshop,  366  Eddy. 
Repeated  March  19  and  26  at  12  Noon, 
and  March  22.  and  29  at  8  pm.  $2. 

Thursday  March  20 
Film:  "Titicut  Follies"  was  banned  in 
Massachusetts,  Shocking  drama  about 
conditions  at  Bridgewater  Prison  for 
the  criminally  insane.  No  flinching  by 
the  director.  Noon,  Lurie  Room,  Main 
Library.  Free. 

TV  Movie:  'Faces  of  War"  is  a 
powerful  film  about  Central  America 
not  aired  before  in  the  Bay  Area.  Air 
time  is  9:30  p.m.  on  Channel  32. 

Saturday  March  22 
Spring  Celebration:  In  Boeddeker  Park 
at  1:30  pm.  Will  have  parade  with  a 
spring  hat  contest  and  Maypole 
Dance.  Also,  an  Olympic  egg  games 
and  egg  hunt,  as  well  as  other  enter- 
tainment. All  invited,  come!  Free. 

Tuesday  March  25 

Japan  Classics  Concert:  Modern  Japa- 
nese Compositions  performed  by 
Mitzie  Abe,  Hal  Lepoff  and  Gregg 
Linde  at  the  Trustees'  Auditorium  of 
the  Asian  Art  Museum  in  Golden  Gate 
Park  at  7:30  pm.  Free. 

Wednesday  March  26 
Film  Program:  For  exceptional  child- 
ren; includes  "Cosmic  Zoom." 
"Crac"  and  'Giving  Tree"  in  the 
Lurie  Room  of  the  Main  Library  at  10 
and  11  am.  Please  register  in  the 
Children's  Room  of  the  Main  Library 
or  call  558-3510  for  reservations.  Free. 

Friday  March  28 

Craft  Program:  For  children  age  3  and 
older,  includes  Easter  egg  dyeing  and 
basket  making  at  Children's  Room, 
Main  Library,  3:30  pm.  Free. 

Saturday  March  29 
Halley's  Comet:  slide  show  by  the  San 
Francisco  Sidewalk  Astronomers,  in 
the  Lurie  Room.  Main  Library  at  2  pm. 
For  adults  and  children.  Free. 


JOBS 


Sizzler 

Steak  •  Seafood  •  Salad 


HIRING 

NEW  SAN  FRANCISCO  SIZZLER 

Looking  for  bright,  energetic  individuals 
Training  provided. 


Full  and  part-time  available. 
For  application,  come  to: 
366  Eddy 
Monday,  March  17 
10  am— 12  noon 
2  pm— 4  pm 


JOBS 


CLASSIFIEDS 


PHONEBANK  COORDINATOR  fulltime 
Fundraising.  supervise  staff  phoncrs. 
Committed  to  Central  America  solidaritv 
work  Call  Julie  at  CISPES  N  W  Regional. 
486  1177  Third  World  applicants  en- 
couraged 

EXPERIENCED  CARPENTER 
Available  for  re  modeling,  shop  altera- 
tions, additions,  repairs,  etc  Reasonable 
Reliable  Free  consultation  and  estimate 
Contact  Tom  Whelan.  928-3008  ext.  2582 
Home.  885-2098. 

EMPLOYMENT  REPRESENTATIVE  for 
well-established  San  Francisco  service 
company  to  develop  jobs  for  immigrants 


and  refugees  Marketing  and  counseling 
experience  needed  Letter  and  resume  to; 
CROC,  Att:  Employment  Director,  655 
Geary.  San  Francisco.  94102 


ATTENTION 
MERCHANTS 

•  Have  a  job  opening? 

•  Call  the  JOB  BOARD 

now 

•  We  have  hard  working, 
enthusiastic  youth. 

776-2102  X  38  or  39 


SAN  FRANCISCO  FREE  EATS  CHART 

January  2S,  1986 


I.      ALL  SAINTS'  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH 
1350  WaUer  St.  (near  Masonic) 

Bnmch 
10:30-11 :30am 

2.     FELLOWSHIP  MANOR 

izoi  Oolden  Oate  Ave.  (at  Wet»ter) 
9220154 

Lunch 

l;oo-2:oopm 

Lunch 

l:oo-2:oopm 

Lunch 

1:00-2 :00pm 

Lunch 

l:00-2:00pm 

Lunch 

l:oo-2:oopm 

No  minors  allowed. 

3.     GLIDE  MEMORIAL  CHURCH 
330  Ellis  St.  (at  Taylor) 
441-6501 

8:oo-9:ooam 
I2:00-l:00pin 

8:oo-9:Ooam 
I2:00-l:00pm 
4:oo-5:3opm 

8:00-9:00am 
I2:00-[:00pm 
4:0O^:30pm 

8:00-9:  ooam 
12:00-1  :oopm 
4:00-5:3opm 

8:oo-9:OOam 
12:00-1 :00pm 
4:00-5 :30pm 

8:00-9:OOam 
12:00-1  :oopm 
4:OO-5:30pm 

8:oo-9:ooam 
[2:oo-i:oopm 

Breakfast:  farolUes  &  GJV. 
Lunch:  G.A.  only. 
Dinner:  anyone. 

4-     GOSPEL  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
zooz  Qjjesada  St.  (at  Qiilnt) 
Z82-2810 

DImier  every 
third  Sat. 
4:00-5: 30pm 

Dinner  follows  optional 
sermon  which  lasts 
about  45  minutes. 

5.     HAIGHT-ASHBURY  FOOD  PROGRAM 
154S  WaUct  St.  (near  Belvedere) 
566-0366 

Lunch 

12 :00- 12 :45pm 
12:45-1 :30pm 

Lunch 

12:00-12 :45pm 
12:45-1 :30pm 

Lunch 

U:oo-l2 :45pm 
12:45-1 :30pm 

Lunch 

12:00-12 :45pm 
l2:4S-l:30pm 

VEGETARIAN  meal 
on  Fridays 

6.     MACEDONIA  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
2135  Sutter  St.  (near  Stelner)  1 
346-1154 

Lunch  every 
fburth  Sat. 
nam-2 :00pm 

Meat  entree.  lots  of 
vegetables  and  salad. 

7.     MARTIN  DE  PORRES 

zSzt)  Z3rd  St.  (near  Bryant) 

550-90gi 

Brunch 
9:oo-iO:3oani 

6:oo-7:3oam 

6:00-7:308m 
12:00-3 :00pm 

6:00-7;  3oain 
12:00-3 :00pm 

6:oo-7:3oam 
12 :00-3 :00pm 

6:00-7:30am 
I2:00-3:00pm 

Lunch 

[2:OO-3:0Opm 

Lunch  b  a  hearty  soup 
with  bread. 

8.     ONE  MIND  TEMPLE 

351  Olvlsadero  St.  (near  Oak) 
621  4QS4 

Lunch 

3:30-4:30pm 

Lunch 

2:30-3 :30pm 

Lunch 

2:30-3 :30pm 

Lunch 

2:30-3 :30pm 

VEGETARUN 
Always  beans,  brown 
rice,  vegles.  and  salad. 

9.     PHILADELPHIAN  SEVENTH  DAY  ADVENTIST  CHURCH 
^20  Bush  St.  (near  Dlvtsadero)                1  t 
567-0263 

Limch 

12:00-1 :30pm 

VEGETARIAN 
VfttI  balanced  meal. 

10.   ST.  ANTHONYS  DINING  ROOM 
45  Jones  St.  (near  Golden  Gate) 
552-3838 

Lunch 

loam -12 :30pm 

Lunch 

ioam-i2:3opm 

Lunch 

loem-i2 :30pm 

Lunch 

ioam-i2:3opm 

Lunch 

ioam-i2 :30pm 

Lunch 

I0am-i2:30i)m 

Lunch 

loam- 12 :30pm 

Shelter  fbr  women  and 
minors,  other  services 
available.  552-0Z43. 

II.    sr.  PETER  &  PAUL  CATHOLIC  CHURCH 
666  Ftlben  St.  (off  Wa3hln«:ton  Sq.) 

4:00-5:oopin 

4:oo-5:oopm 

4:00-5:oopm 

4:00-5:OOpm 

4:00-S:00pm 

4:oo-5:OOpm 

4:OO-5:00pm 

A  "simple  sandwich"  for 
people  of  North  Beach. 

12.    SAN  FRANCISCO  GOSPEL  MISSION 
219  6th  St.  (near  Howard) 
495-7366 

Hot  meal  fijUows  hour-long  sermon  beginning  at  5^30  pm  for  serious  Btble  students  only  (come  by  for  appointment). 
vxtr  others  a  hot  meal  follows  mandatory  hour-lona  sermon  bcfrmnlnK  at  7:00  pm.  First  53  people  are  fed. 
IT  you  don't  tnake  11,  there  are  sandwiches  rbtlowtng  a  shorter  mandatory  sermon  at  8:00  pm. 

13-    UNTTED  COUNCIL  OF  HUMAN  SERVICES ' 

Dinner  served  ftom  van  on  NW  comer  of  6th  &  Ftolsom. 
821-4459  or  822-5067  | 

Olpner             |  Meat  entree  with 
3:oo-6:oopm  vegetablcs. 

POETRY  &  PROSE 


Tenderloin  Times  16 


A  REQUEST 


TO  NASA  WITH  LOVE 


Please  don  t  feed  the  pigeons 

In  Ghirardelli  Square 
They're  hungry  little  beggars 
That  don't  know  how  to  share. 

They  gather  there  around  your  feet 
While  you  eat  your  lunch 
Waiting  for  a  crumb  to  drop 
Like  gamblers  with  a  hunch. 

And  then  they  nudge  each  other 
To  see  who  is  the  winner 
and  saymg  in  their  pigeon's  voice 
That  they'll  be  back  for  dinner. 

They  tell  each  other  who  has  food 
and  those  who  don't  have  any 

They  bring  along  their  whole  damn  brood 
and  never  pay  a  penny. 

They  know  who  comes  there  every  day 
To  sit  upon  the  benches 
they're  friendly  In  their  way 
Like  saucy  little  wenches. 

I  'm  not  too  keen  to  know  them 
Or  to  be  their  bosom  buddy 
I  'd  just  as  soon  eat  lunch  alone 
and  have  a  book  to  study. 

So  please  don't  feed  the  pigeons 

In  Ghirardelli  Square 
They're  all  a  bunch  of  gossips 

Pretending  that  they  care. 

Lucille  Isenberg 


ALL  OR  NOTHING 

Separating  juslice  and  mercy 

IS  our  greatest  deceit 

Ihe  easiest  and  softest  way 

to  sidy  incomplete 

a  smug  and  bored  defense 

against  Ihe  kiss 

rr.ipped  by  ourselves 

Love,  we  always  miss 

Pierced  by  this  Truth 

wearo  released  towed 

Ihe  iwo-edged  sword 

of  hear  I  and  head 

as  ouf  gentle  but  firm  vision 

opei^s  up  (he  seals 

of  every  wound  that  heals 

so  lhal  now  each  gives 

the  Love  within  us 

which  forever  lives 

John  and  Grace 
Echandi  Fitzgerald 


Tenderloin  residents  are  encour- 
aged to  submit  their  work  to:  Poetry 
and  Prose,  c/o  Robert  Volbrecht, 
146  Leavenworth,  S.F..  CA  94102 
by  the  15th  of  each  month. 


MARY  MARY 

my  mother  and  my  friend  Walt 

think  poems  should  rhyme 

it  happens,  of  course 

the  occasional  time 

living  IS  a  poem 

which  rarely  ascends 

in  structured  patterns 

I  don't  need  endings 

that  cramp  my  beginnings 

I  can't  think  of  anything  worse 

than  neat  composition  in  my  verse 

Ihe  crazy  old  cypress  grows  in  the  wind 

Lee  Rachel  DiPiero 


RECIPE  OF  QUALITY 

tools    metrics    the  best  one  can  buy 
snap  on's    the  brand  that  i  swear  by 
michelin  tires    perilli  jones  oops 
there  goes  a  slip  of  the  bones 

combine  these  with  money 
and  what  do  you  get 

is  a  nice  sweet  honey 
you'll  never  forget 


Doug  Franklin 


CHILD'S  BEDTIME  PRAYER 

Praise  to  you  my  Lord  this  night 
For  all  the  blessings  of  your  light. 

If  in  the  dark  I  sleepless  lie, 

Your  sacred  heart  with  thoughts  supply; 

That  no  evil  forces  may  me  molest, 
And  I  shall  be  forever  blessed. 


Amen 


K.  Bonds 


ISOLOJOHN  BARLEYCORN  YOURGURU 

Some  people  fail  to  accept  that  fact  THAT— 
Life  will  deal  blows  as  merciless  as  a  RAT. 

Everyone  should  just  be  patient  and  they  will  SEE, 

No  need  to  torture  yourself  with  drugs  or  alcohol  and  go  on  a  SPREE. 

Life's  blows  most  times  won't  be  quite  as  hectic  a  PILL, 

As  the  deterioration  to  your  mind  and  body  Irom  these  poisons  WILL. 

A  divorce,  loss  of  a  job,  or  just  plain  people  ABUSE. 

ts  nothmg  compared  to  loss  of  life  or  limb  or  your  head  in  a  NOOSE. 

OLD  JOHN  BARLEYCORN  is  always  there  to  lead  you  by  the  HAND. 

But  where  is  the  bastard  when  you're  in  the  gutter — 
crying  out  not  to  be  thrown  in  the  CAN. 

Or  hospital,  or  anything  bums  can  go  without  a  BAN. 

DON'T  BEAWEAKLING!  "FIGHT  FOR  A  BETTER  YOU." 

Dorolhie  Mason 


The  long  receiving  lines  of  birth 
Bestow  benefices  of  worth 
That  magnify  a  thousand-fold. 
As  myriad  talents  take  firm  hold... 

And  infinite  their  powers  increase. 
Nor  let.  nor  hindrance  may  surcease 
These  gifts— so  full,  so  various. 
That  funnel  through  Aquarius. 

The  dancing,  prancing,  glancing  genes 
That  shower  from  ancestral  streams. 
Mysterious,  and  wondrously 
Refines  the  human  comedy. 

Cascading  jets,  like  jewels  spun 
Through  tissued  web:  a  captive  sun. . . 
'Tis  here  begins  the  rainbow  chase 
For  grace  and  dignity  of  race. 

Man  need  not  scour  the  firmament 
For  El  Dorados  permanent: 
His  promised  paradise  is  here. 
No  distant  stars  shall  be  its  peer. 

Dame  nature's  laws  do  not  embrace 
An  Eden,  lost  somewhere  in  space; 
Below  the  brow  of  heaven's  horizon, 
This  world  s  enough  to  feast  one's  eyes  on. 

Let  not  man  s  flair  for  bold  invention 
Deprive  him  of  all  good  intention: 

To  squander  earth's  gifts  for  a  quit-claim  on  Mars, 
To  laminate  moon-beams  and  strip-mine  the  stars. 
Lest  suckled  on  a  monstrous  creed. 
We  doom  forever  earthlings'  seed. 

Anna  Krivonic 


APHORISM 

When  style  is  "All."  truth'sdead,  All's  rhetoric. 

No  thing  like  "nothing,  "  said  beautifully,  kills  as  quick. 

Robert  Volbrecht 


GOLD  FOR  TODAY 

Olympics  on  the  floor. 

Watch  that  vault!  What's  the  score? 

There  are  the  athletes,  bringing  home  the  gold, 
But  what  about  the  hero  who's  story  is  never  told? 

Life's  pinch-hitters  in  a  squeeze. 

"Oh,  fill  in  for  'so-and-so'  if  you  please? 

Then,  there's  the  unwed  mother  who'd  like  to  run  wild. 
She  can't  do  it  though,  she's  got  a  child. 

"Learn  to  make  do"  says  the  mother  of  four, 
Dog  wash,  kid  wash,  answer  the  door. 

Lady  at  the  check  stand,  what  's  the  price? 
There's  no  damned  mark  on  the  instant  rice! 

Bustin'  pavement,  walkin'  a  beat, 
Been  called  a  pig,  what  a  greet. 

Fighlin'  fire,  eatin'  smoke. 

Get  your  luck  by  the  dreaded  stroke. 

So  many  others  who  earn  their  medals. 
Yet,  no  more  honored  than  flower  petals. 

Mailmen,  preachers  and  rainy-day  teachers, 
Bringmg  news,  comfort  and  other  features. 

And  let's  not  forget  ol'  Mom  and  Dad, 
When  we're  in  a  pinch,  we  sure  are  glad. 

For  all  those  folks  who  have  done  us  favors, 
Let's  not  forget  they're  still  our  neighbors. 

Steven  G.  Eldridge 


345  TAYLOR  STREET 

SAN  FRANCISCO  CA  94102 


TELEPHONE 


LENVIN  &  GESMER 
Attorneys 

General  Civil  Practice 
Including: 

•  Personal  Injury 

'  Landlord/Tenant 

*  Consumer  Law 

626-1242 
1242  Market  St. 


3SSSSSSSSSSSSSSS 
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ANGELOS  HAIR  SALON  H 
&  ELECTROLYSIS 
CLINIC 

for  men  and  women's 
hair  needs 

Haircuts    starting  at  $8 
Perms  $25 
I       Sets  J8  50 

(  Call  An-^olf     Open  Mon-Sat  9-9. 
(  600  Ellis  673-7628 


5SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS: 


J 


OLD  MAGAZINES  & 

PAPER  ITEIVIS 
BOUGHT  AND  SOLO 

Girly  --  Movie  —  Rock  — 

Fashion  —  e'c 
NoDn  to  7  p  m  Men.  to  Sat. 
7J1  LAKKIN 


D  dJ  1  E)  dJ  ^1  ^  LAO  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
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TENDERLOIN 
TIMES 

TRANSLATION 

SERVICE 

Lao,  Cambodian 

Vietnamese 

Call  776-0700 
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TIN  TUC  CONG  DONG  NGUQI  VlgT    VIETNAMESE  COMMUNITY  NE\X7S 

Ngu  Dan  Viet  Mo  Van 
Phong  o' Tenderloin 

Nguyei  Huu  Liem 
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NgUdi  Thue  DUdc  Tm  Vbi  Sir 
Giup  Dd  CUa  Planning  Coalition 


Hoi  Ngd  D^n  Viet  Nam  vUa 
mbi  md  mot  van  phong  6  Trung 
Tarn  YMCA  6*  Tenderloin  tha'ng 
triMc,  sau  ba  nam  boat  dong 
ke^  tii'ngay  thanh  lap. 

Van  phbng  mdi  se  phuc  vu 
khoang  100  ng6  da^n  Viet 
San  Francisco,  khoang  30 
thuyen  da'nh  ca.  Bay  la  van 
phong  thvi  nhi  cua  hoi  NgU- 
Dan  ngoai  van  phong  chihh  d 
Oakland.  Mot  dO"  an  ngan  han 
se  dutic  thi  hanh  hau  cung 
cap  va  huan  luyen  ngU  phu 
Viet  v&'  tin  tOc  va  ky  thuat 
danh  ca  6  vung  bien  San 
Francisco,  phiJdng  ph^p  di 
bi&n  an  toan,  hdp  ta'c  vdi 
lijc  lilbng  tuan  duyen,  va 
th5ng  hieu  luat  pha'p. 

Ong  Pham  Chilu,  Hoi  Trubg 
noi  ,"Ngu  dan  Viet  thuting 
khong  bie't  nhieu  ve  ky"  thuat 
an  toan  khi  di  bien  va  nhJng 
luat  le  ngU  nghiep.  Vi  vay, 
nhieu  Ian  hp  bi  gap  nhieu 
phifeti  phifc  va  tai  nan  hay 
bi  phat  vi  vi  pham  luat  le." 

Ong  Chieu  cho  biet  nam 
ngoai  CO  mot  chiec  tau  dahh 
ca  Viet  Nam  bi  mat  tich 
ca  may  tuan  lien  cho  den  khi 
xa'c  cua  thuy  thu  doan  Jut^c 
tim  thay  6^  tren  bien.  Ong 
Chieu  noi, "Ho  cil  di  bila  ra 
bien  khdi  ma  khong  c6  Jay 


Ju  dung  cu  an  toan.  Khi  ho 
gap  tai  bien,  ho  khong  the* 
lien  Zac  v6l  tuan  duyen 
dude." 

Hoi  Ngii  Dan  cung  no^  Idc 
de  h(5a  giai  nhu'ng  xung  d9t 
gida  ngJ  dan  Viet        My.  Sau 
nhi^u  vu  xung  d&t  xay  ra, 
nh^t  la  vu  bA'n  siing  6  Berke- 
ley nam  ngoai.  Hoi  da  ba't 
dau  lam  viec  vdi  Hgi  Ngu 
Dan  My,  cac  cd  quan  cong 
quyen,  va  giM  chdc  lapphap 
d&^  ^iit  toa  nhUng  hieu  l^Tm 
giUa  hai  phia. 

Ong  Chieu  noi,"Tfnh  trang 
bay  gito  tot  dep  hdn  trubc 
nhieu.  Bay  gio"  chiing  toi 
la  mot  phan  cua  cong  dohg 
ngil  phu      Mi&n  lay  nay  roi. 
Ngi?  dan  My  va  lUc  lu'dng  tulm 
duyen  cung  hip  tac  vd'i  chung 
toi  de  hu^h  luyen  v^^  moi  mat 
cho  ngd  dan  Viet." 

Vdi  sd  giup  dC^  cua  dSn 
bieu  Art  Agnos,  Hoi  NgU  Dan 
cung  Sa  v5n  dong  quo'c  hoi 
tied  bang  ban  hanh  dO  lu|t 
cho  phep  ngii  dan  Viet  cd 
giay  phe'p  danh  cA  ma  so' 
lildng  ban  hanh  rat  la  gidi 
han. 


Nhieu  ngU6i  d  Tenderloin 
se  CO  dude  $60  vao  mua  xuan 
nay  nh6  vao  si^  giup  dd"^  cua 
North  of  Market  Planning 
Coalition.  Thang  trUdc,  hdn 
120  ngu'di  da  cu"hg  deh  trung 
tam  YMCA  tham^dd  mot  buoi 
noi  chuyen  bang  5  thU^tieng 
khac  nhau,  to'  chJc  bdi  the 
Coalition,  ve  va*!!  de  quyeh 
Idi  cua  n^Udi  thue  nha  khi 
dong  thue  cho  tieu  bang 
(Renter's  Credit) 

Heidi  Swarz,  lam  viecvdi 
Coalition  giai  thich,"Ngu 
ban  tra  tien  thue  nha  lien 
tuc  tii  mbng  mot  thang  Ba 
n5m  1985,   ban  se  dUdc  hJdng 
it  nhat  la  $60  tU  tieubang." 


Khong  can  phai  la  mot  cong 
dan  My  hay -co  viec  iam  mb'i 
dU^c  hJdng  quyen  lc)i  nay, 
theo  Idi  cua  Heidi  Swarz. 

Han  chot  cua  viec  nap 
ddn  la  15  thang  4.  NgUdi 
nao  dang  di  lam  thi  nap  ddn 
nay  khi  khai  thue  cua" tieu 
bang.  Mau  ddn  cd  san  c/'nhieu 
vSn  phbn^  trong  Tenderloin 
ndi  se  co  ngi/di  giiJp  dd^'quy 
vi  di&n  ddn. 

Mau  ddn  co  6  tai  North 
of  Market  Planning  Coalition 
293  Eddy  Street  A7^-2164, 
hay  d'Trung  Tarn  Ty^  Nan  -Dong 

Nam  A  d"875  O'Farrell  885- 
2iA3. 


Trung  Tam  Huan  Nghe 
Ddi  Tdi  Tenderloin 


Van  Phong  cua  Hoi  d**  San 
Francisco  nam  tren  lau  so' 
4,  phong  so' 409      toa  nha 

YMCA  0*  220  BUdng  Golden  Gate 
So  dien  thoai  la  776-7640. 


Chaothanom  Ounkeo 

Trung  Tam  Chinatown 
Resources  Development  (CRDC) 
thang  trudc  da  doi  vanphong 
ve  so''655  Geary  Street  de" 
cd  diMc  van  phong  rong  ra"i 
hdn. 

^Hien  nay  CRDC  khong  con 
chi  lam  viec  cho  cong  dong 
ngu'di  Hoa  Kieu  ma  thoi  ma 
con  cho  ca  ngudi  di  cd,  ty_ 
nan,  va  ngddi  My  sinh  truing 
6  day  nUa  de  giup  ho  co  cong 
an  viec  lam. 

Hdn  hai  miidi  nam  qua, 
Trung  Tam  nSy  da  cung  cap 
nhdng  chUdng  trinh  huan 
n^he  va  tim  viec  lam  tren 


du  moi  lanh  vUc  nhd  nha 
bang,  dien  toan,  lao  cong. 

Nam  ngoai,  95%  nhUng  hoc 
vien  tot  nghiep  vdi  trung 
tam  da  tim  ra  viec  lam  do 
sii  giup  dd'cua  Trung  Tam. 
Con  sft  cong  viec  u"dc  luMng 
khoSng  338  vdi  ty  so' nay. 
Nam  nay,  Trung  Tam  by  vong 
se  giup  dd'  nhi/ng  ngu^di  ty 
nan  vdi  kha  nang  Anh  NgU'' 
gldi  han  hoc  nghe,  tim  viec 
va  hoc  Anh  Van. 

Muon  biet  them  chi  tiet 
xin  1 ien  lac  vdi  vanphong 
d'  655  Geary  Street  hay  goi 

so' 773-8880. 


Tien  Thue  Cua  Ti^m  Dang  Bi  T^ng  Gia 


Jeannie  Look 

Gia  ca  thue  cd  sd^  thUdn^ 
mai  d  Tenderloin  da  len  gia 
m6t  each  deu  dan  trong  may 
nam  gan  day.  Nhieu  tieu 
thuftng  gia  cho  rang  tien 
thue  bay  gio  thi  khong  te 
lam  nhiing  n3m  ba  nam  nUa 
thi"  ho  sd  phai  ddi  di  vi 
lu'c  do  tien  thu*e  se  rat  cao, 

Ong  Le  Van  Tao,  chu  tiem 
Thanh  Thuy  d^  tren  du'Ong  Eddy 
noi  rang  tien  thue  cua  tiem 
6'ng  thi  vUa  phai  bay  gid 
nhiing  ong        biet  rang  chung 
quanh  do,  tien  thue  da  len 
gia  rat  nhieu.  Ong  Tao  trUdc 
kia  la  mot  nhan  vien  cho 
Trung  Tam  Ty  Nan  Dong  Nam  a' 
da  giup  dd  nhieli  ngu'di  ty- 
nan  md  mang  kinh  doanh.  Ong 
Tao  cho  biet,  "TU"  khi  dan  ty 
nan  de"n  va  bat  dau  lam  an 
buon  ban  d  vung  nay  khoang 
nam  nam  ve~  trubc,  tien  thue 
tiem  da""  tang  len  rat  nhieu." 

M6t  trudng  hdp  dien  hinh 
la  Newman's  Gymnasium,  quan 
ly  \>o\  ong  Don  Stewart,  mot 
cd  sd  kinh  doanh  cua  Tender- 
loin trong  62  nam  qua.  Gaii 
day,  ho  phai  ddi  den  myt  ndi 
khac  each  do  mot  goc  dudng 
va  thay  tien  thu'e  tang  td" 
$325  len  den  $2000  mot  thang. 

Ong  Stewart  than,"Cd  sd' 
cua  chung  toi  la  ndi  ma  tre 
em,  ngubi  gia,  thanh  nien 
trong  xom  den  de'  tap  the' 
thao  va  quyen  anh  thi  lam 
sao  ma  tra  ndi  tien  thue  cao 


Agha  Khan  ciia  Eli  is  Market  Lo  Rang  Ong  Co  The  Phai  Ddi 
Tilm  Di  Ndi  Khat  Trong  Vai  Nam  Tdi  Vi"  Tien  Thue  Tang. 

Agha  Khan  of  Ellis  Market  worries  that  without  controls  on  commercial  rents, 
he  may  be  priced  out  of  the  neighborhood  in  a  few  years. 


nhu  vay?" 

Ong  Agha  Khan  d  Ellis 
Market  cung  lo  rang  hai  nam 
nUa  khi  thd"i  han  cho  thue 
cua  ti^m  cua  ong  het  han. 
Ong  noi,  "Neu  co  luat  le 
cai  quan  sii  t5ng  gia  tien 
thu^  CO  sdthudng  mai  thi 
toi  mdi  dude  bao  ve." 

Tha'ng  trudc,  mot  vai 
nghi  vien  thanh  phd  da"  de 
nghi  gidi  han  su  tang  gia 
nay.  DU  an  nay  se  tam  thdi 
gidi  han  sii  tang  gia  tdi 
35%  va  CO  mot  uy  ban  de'  giai 
quyet  nhung  than  phien 
cua  gidi  tieu  thudng  . 


Nhiing  dii  ah  nay  chi  ap 


an  tren  dubng  Hyde  noi,  "Luc 
do  thi  tre^qua  roi.  Chung  tdi 
g-onghe  ve  viec  nay  tU  lau  nhifg 
I  tien  thue  van  cu  len  khong 
;^ai  ngan  can  ca."  Ong  vda  mdi 
\n  ky  thue  tiep  nam  nam  cua 
C5  ti^m  cua  ong  vdi  tien  thue 
5  gap  doi. 

Ong  Brad  Paul  cua  North 
of  Market  Planning  Coalit'n 
cho  biet  rang  van  de  cd  hay 
khong  CO  sd  kiem  soat  tien 
thue  thudng  mai  tuy  thuoc 
vao  tha'i  do  cvfa  gldi  tieu 
thi/dng.  Ong  no'i,"No  tuy  ^ 
vao  sd  nhan  dinh  cua  van  de 
va  si  phai  doi  cua  ho," 

Ong  Khan  6  Ellis  Market^ 
thi  chao  don  bat  cd'sU  kiem 
soat  tien  thue  nao .  Ong  noi , 
"Neu  cd  dude  vay  thi  tot  lam. 
Thi'  du  d  pho  Tau  chang  han, 
tien  thue  d^  dp  cao  qua  da* 
budc  gidi  tieu  thUdng  phai 
doi  di  noi  khac .  Cho  nen 
bat  cii  sU  kiem  soat  nao  do 
CO  gidi  han  cung  deu  tot 


dung  cho  vung  North  Beach  ma  va  can  thiet  ca." 


thoi.  Theo  Erik  Schapiro, 
phu  ta  cho  nghi  vien  Nancy 
Walker  hien  gid'chUa  co'  mot 
dd  an  nao  cho  khu  Tenderloin 
ca.  Ong  no'i,  "Neu  luat  le 
kiem  soat  tien  thue  thUdng 


Khu  viic  Tenderloin  dang 
gap  mot  tinh  trang  kho 
giai  quyet  vi  n&u  muoh  co 
kha  nSng  tra  tien  thue  thi" 
phai  co'  kha'ch  hing  nhieu, 
ma  mudh  the  phai  sda  sang 
mai  d'North  Beach  ma  cd'  dUdc   khu  pho'.  Nhiing  nhu  the  thi^ 


thi  no  se  thanh  mot  mo  hinh 
cho  ca  tha'nh  pho'.'' 

Trong  khi  mot  sd'  trong 
gidi  tieu  thudng  o^Tender- 
loin  hoan  nghenh  dU  an  tren, 
CO  nguoi  khdng  lac  quan  cho 
Urn. 

Mot  chu  nhan  cua  mot  tiem 


tien  thue  lai   len  cao  hdn 
nJa. 

Mpt  so  thu'dng  gia  sd  la 
dac  tinh  ciia  khu  pho  s'e  mat 
di  neu  tien  thue  Ven  cao  qua. 
Ong  Rick  Wilkinson  cua  tiem 
sa'ch  Albatross  o  Eddy  Street 
noi,  "Toi  khong  muon  thay 
vung  nay  tro  thanh  nhung 
loat  cua  hang  ban  hoa. " 


Tenderloin  Times  19 


To  Chuc  Cong  Dong  B^u 
Cuf  NgUdi  Lanh  Dao 


Ba  Do  Tho.  mot  nhan  vien 
ciia  Trung  Tarn  Thanh  Nien 
Viet  Nam  o  Tenderloin,  da 
3ucic  bau  voi  bay  ngu'di  khac 
vac  Hoi  Dong  Lanh  Oao  cua 
North  of  Market  Planning 
Coalition  vao  thang  trUoc. 

Trong  mot  cuoc  bau  oo 
nhieu  ngut^i  tham  dil  nhai 
trong  chin   nam  qua,  238  cd 
tri  da  ban  tam  nguoi.  5au 
nguoi  duOc  bau  t  iep  nhieiii 
ky  cua  hy.  Hai  ngu'6i  moi 
dude  bau  vao  hoi  dohg  1  a  ba 
D6  Thci  va  ong  Midge  Wilson. 
Hoi  Dong  nay  co  den  21  ngiJoi. 

Ba  Thb  va  Ong  Wilson  se 
cung  lam  viec  vdi  nhidu  dai 
dien  cong  dong  khac,  nhan 
vien  cua  cac  c6ng  s<J,  luat 
sii,  nhan  vien  ngan  hang,  va 
nhieu  tlianh  phan  khac .   Ba  Thd 
va  ong  Wilson  deu  o  trong 


Tenderloin  va  da  tUng  tich 
cOc  boat  dqng  vdi  nhl^u  to 
chi/c  cong  dong.  Ba  The  da" 
lam  viec  nhieu  nam  v6i  Trung 
T^m  Thanh  Nien  Viet  Nam  va 
Ong  Wilson  thi  vcJi  the  Bay 
Area  Women's  Resource  Center. 

To  Chut  North  of  Market 
dude  thanh  lap  hoi  nam  1977 
va  hien  gio  c6  deh  600  hqi 
vien.  Muc  ti'eu  cua  to  chi_fc 
la  d4  nang  cao  pham  chat 
cua  ddi  song  o'  Tenderloin 
va  tranh  dau  de  giiJ  tie*n 
thue  nha  vda  phai.  Nhd  no 
luc  cua  to  choc  nay  ma  thi 
xa' da    xay  m6t  cong  vien  d 
du'dng  Eddy  va  Jones.  Nhilng 
dich  vu  khac  nhd  giup  dd^ 
nguOi  thue  nha,  va  nhiing 
sinh  boat  khac  nhii  buoi  hoi 
chq  hoi  thang  chap  va  ganh 
xiec  o  tren  duotig  Eddy  hoi 
nam  ngoai. 


Viet-Nam  Doi  Dau  Vdi 
Khi^ing  Hoang  Moi  Sinh 


Chitra  Subramaniam 
Pacific  News  Service 

Hon  muoi  nam  sau  khi  cuoc 
chien  ba  mu'di  nam  dai  da 
cham  dUt,  Viet-Nam  dang  ddi 
dau  vdi  mot  khung  hoang  moi 
sinh  CO  the  ndi   la  mot  tham 
hoa.   Tlieo  slT  nghign  ciiu  cua 
cac  chuyen  gia  lay  Phudng  va 
Viet-Nam  thi  tinh  trang  te 
hai  nay   Va  ket  qua  cua  nhilhg 
nam  thieu  cham  soc,   bom  dan, 
va  thudc  khai  quang  cua  My 
va  so  luiing  dan  cu  tang  len 
qua  nhanh. 

Neu  chieu  hu'dng  nay  ma 
cu  nhi/  vay  th£  vao  cuOi  the 
ky  nay  Vietnam  se  mat  het 
rung  ru,   theo  mot  bannghien 
cuu  cua  hqi  nghien  cUu  Thuy 
Si  va  chinh  quyen  Viet-Nam. 

Theo  cac  chuyen  gia  nay 
thi  nhUng  thiet  hai  ve  moi 
sinh  la  ket  qua  cua  cuoc 
chien  keo  dai  tU   194S  den 
197^. 

Tien  si  John  Mackinnon 
thuoc  hcii  nghien  clTu  Thuy 
Si  ndi,  "De'cuu  van  tinh- 
trang  nay  va  xay  dUng  lai 
moi  sinh  tot  dep.  Vi^t-Nam 
phai   can  den  hang  ty  My  Kim. 
N^m  mudi   ty  cay  phai  duqc 
trong,  dat  dai  phai  duoc 
tai  phoi  tri,  su  tang  gia 
dan  so  phai  dude  giam  xuong 
den  muc  dd  toi  thieu,  va 
mot  he  thdng  dan  thuy  nhap 
dien  phai  duqc  kieh  tao. 
Muc  dd  cua  du  an  niy  vi" dai 
v6  cung." 

Ban  bao  cao  nay  cho  bie t 
rang  2'i  trieu  tan  bom  (bang 
voi  4'i0  Ian  cua  bom  nguyen 
tu  da  tha  d  Hiroshima  o  Nhat) 
va  sn  tha  thuoc  khai  quang 
rong  rai  cua  quan  doi  My"  da 
bien  Mam  Vietnam  tU  mot  mien 
t ru  phu  ra  mot  vung  dat  bd 
lioang.   Ngay  nay,  chi"  co  23/£ 
dat  dai   la  rung  so  voi  UaZ 
CO  dude  hoi  nam  194_J.  Nhung 
khu  rung  xanh  nay  dang  hi 
tieu  luio  dan  va  bien  tti.inh 
nhun^  vuni;  Jit  khorii:   t  ri-ng 
t  rot  diroe  . 


Hau  qua  lau  dai  chUa  ai 
CO  the  udc  ludng  duoc  nhung 
rung  ru  chiia  diiqc  phuc  hoi, 
ngu  va  lam  san  van  chiia  co 
sinh  san  trd'  lai.   Nhutig  tai 

nan  lut   loi  va  ban  ban  cung 
xay  ra  1 ien  mien  vi  rung  ru 
con  lai  qua  it.   Nhung  cdn 
bao  hang  nam  cung  dong  gdp 
vao  s\l  tan  pha  nay. 

Sir  thiet  hai  tu  25  tri^u 
tan  bom  da  ngan  chan  nhdng 
giong  thuy   luu  va  tao  ra  mot 
moi  sinh  nguy  hiem  cho  dan 
cu.  Cay  coi  thi  bi  bao  phu 
bdi   nhung  manh  vun  cua  bom 
dan  lam  cho  go  cay  mat  di 
nhieu  gia  tri . 

Tinh  trang  bi  nhi^m  doc 
benh  hoan  tu  nhung  hoa  chat 
con  lai  tU  hoa  chat  khai 
quang  dang  hoanh  hanh  khap 
ndi,  ke  ca  benh  ung  thu. 
Chinh  quyen  Vietnam  cho  biet 
la  khoang  4  trieu  mau  dat 
dang  bi  nhiem  doc.   Do  la  chifa 
ke  deh  nhung  vung  dat  rong 
Ion  bi  cay  nat  boi   1  inh  My', 
ke  ca   lang  xom,   rung  nui,  va 
ruong  vudn . 

Ban  bao  cao  na"y  cung  noi 
deh  su  thiet  hai  cho  he  thong 
de  di^u  va  nong  nghiep  khac. 
Nhung  giong  thii  vat   Icm  nhii 
bo  rung  va  voi  ciing  khong 
con  nhieu  d  Vietnam. 

Ngay  nay,  so  1 uong  datdai 
CO  dude  khong  co  kha  nang 
cung  cap  thUc  pham  cho  dan 
chung  Vietnam,  vd  tU  do  thUc 
an  phai  nhap  cang  mot  phan 
Idn.   Dan  cu         trong  40  nam 
qua  da  tang  gap  doi.   Nay  voi 
muc  do  gia  tang  2.7  %  moi 
nam  va  con  so  moi  nliat   1  a 
Vietnam  co  den  60  trieu  ngOi. 

Nam  ngoai,  cliLnh  quyen 
Vietnam  da  phat  dong  mot  du 
an  Ion  de  doi  dau  voi  tinh 
trang  nay  nhiing  su  phuc  hoi 
dang  bi  tro  ngal  vi  tnieu 
su  liiup  do  cila  the  gioi. 

Ba  El  izabetb  Kemf  cua  hoi 
ngliien  cuu  Thuv  Si  noi  trt?n 
noi  rang,"\hung  n<i  luc  "giup 
do  t  cen  -phnong  dien  nh;in  J.i  > 


Dan  Phi  Phan  Ung  Voi  Su 
Truat  Phe  IVIarcos 


Nhung  bien  co  don  dap 
ve  cuoc  bau  cu  va  "each 
mang  bat  bao  dong"  o  Phi 
Luat  Tan  trong  thang  qua 
da  lam  cho  quan  chung  chu 
y  nhieu  ve  quoc  gia  quan 
dao  nay  va  cong  dong  ng 
Phi  o  vung  nay.  Co  mot 
dieu  ma  co  le  it  nguoi 
biet  den  la  Tenderloin  co 
mot  so  dong  nguoi  Phi  cu 
ngu. 

Mot  trong  nhung  nguoi 
Phi  noi  tren  la  ong  Conr- 
rado  Cachuela,  dang  ban 
bao  o  goc  duong  Jones  va 
Eddy.   Nhu  bao  nhieu  ng 
Phi  khac  d  day,  ong  'a 
mot  cuu  chien  binh  t  ng 
chien  dau  voi  quan  doi 
My  hoi   the  chien  thu  Hai. 

Ong  Cachuela  den  day 
sau  nam  ve  truoc  de  tim 
CO  hoi  sinh  song  ma  khong 
CO  o  que  nha  ngheo  kho' 


photo:  Greg  Gaar 

ciia  ong.  Ong  dang  chd 
duoc  vao  quoc  tlch  My\ 
Ong  gdi  tien  ve  ben  Phi 
Luat  Tan  de  nubi  nguoi 
vo  va  14  dua  con  dang  o 
66. 

Nhung  bien  co  gan  day 
da  lam  cho  ong  lo  l^ng  ve 
gia  dinh  cua  ong;  nhiing 
ong  hy  vong  rang  nhung 
xao  trqn  dang  duoc  cham 
dut.  Ve  nhung  nha  lanh 
dao  moi  cua  Phi  Luat  Tan, 
ong  Cachuela  noi,  "Toi 
nghi   la  Aquino  (Tan  tong 
thong  cua  Phi)  se  la  mot 
vi  tong  thong  tot  va  gioi. 
Cho  du  ba  ta  thieu  kinh 
nghiem,  nhung  ba  ta  thanh 
that." 

Thang  toi.  The  Times 
se  gioi  thieu  voi  docgia 
ve  cong  dong  nguoi  Phi  o 
Tenderloin  va  nhung  khuon 
mat  cua  cong  dong  nay. 
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va  phuc  hoi  moi  sinh  til  cac 
quoc  gia  Tay  Phuong,  nhat  la 
d-  Hoa  Ky,  dang  bi.  tro  ngai  vi 
chinh  quyen  can  tro." 

Neu  tinh  trang  thieu  vien 
tro  nay  keo  dai,   tu"dng  lai 
Vietnam  ve  phuong  dien  moi 
sinh  se  rat   la  te  hai.  Ban 
bao  cao  ket   luan,  "Phuc  hoi 
moi  sinh  va  tai  kien  thiet 
hau  chien  dang  la  muc  tieu 
clil nil  cua  chinh  quyen  Vi e t- 
nam ,  nhung  van  de  qua  to  I  on 
so  vdi  kha  nang  tai  chanh  va 
ky  thuat  cua  Vietnam  neu 
kh.mii     ■>  su  giup  do  tc  ben 


Huan  Nghe  va 
Anh  Van 

Chifong  Trinh  The  Communi- 
ty Employment  Program  dang 
CO  chuong  trinh  huan  nghe 
va  day  Anh  Van  mien  phi. 
NhUng  nguoi  CO  trinh  do  Anh 
van  thap  hay  nen  nap  dOn  de" 
hoc.   Hay  lien  lac  vdi  ong 
Lien  Ha  cua  Hoi  Vietnamese 
Educators,  o  so  771-4347. 

OINH  CHANH: 

So  Dien  Tho.ti  Cua  Ong  Jose 
Trah  o  Tenderloin  Mental 
Health  Clinic   la  673- =^700. 
So  t  ruoc ,  cluing  toi  d.?  in 
1  on.   Xin  Cao  Loi . 
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